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SOME ACCOUNT OF OUR HERO. _. 


EAN LE NOIR, the' hrs: of 
the following pages, drew his firlt 
breath in an obſcure village in tlie 
province of Champaigne in the king- 
dom of France. He was the ſon of 
very poor, but very honeſt parents, | 
vor. 8 ho 


4. 


+ 


—— —— EIT 


* 
A 
SY 


we <0 voce, 
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who were enabled, by induſtry, to f gain. 


1111 


a mere ſubſiſtence for themſelves and 
: Jt} 11 2 7 7 


a numerous family. White this bum- 5 


* 


ble, but contented couple 1 were enjoy- 
ly 5580 


ing the ſcanty fruits of their own Tas 
bour in thankfulneſs and peace, and 


. partaking occaſionally of the Bounty 
of the Seigneur when he viſited his 


. 


5 the other. 95 


eſtate, or of the charity of the neigh- 
bouring monaſtery, they were not in- 
duced inviduouſly te to inquire it che be- 
nefits they received were derived from 


oſtentation i in the one, or kypotrify in. 
- 11:10 790 
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| 971 2 
Their ſon however was of a a very” 


ad 19m y 


different diſpoſition, he early ed 8 


| 400 1 b 
indications of that” love for freedom : 


and 


THE DEMOCRAT. 3 
LAAJUMIQ THT WM 


C1975] 


18 19 r. 
generally diffuſed over his happy 
8 if } Tt) a (187 11 J 7 _ 


pig and. which have raiſed it to 


1 SIT off 13115) 5 24 irn 


that degree of Peace and Proſperity 


3 19 an e 


which it now. enjoys, at once the ad- 


miration and the enyy of the reſt of 


1 


Fg: 5 
ne i S198, 


y | £ 
* BA 1 2 


F hs however began rather to ma- Ry 


| niſeſt Itſelf by his conduct chan his con- 
verſation. [His principles were rather 
Practical than ſpeculative; they were 


not founded on theory, they were ra- 


0 1 


ther the reſult of experience derived 


| * 


from action. - He was particularly: at- 
tentive. to equalization of Property 10 
; that if any « other boy i in the village had 


F $4 3 Th i} T5} 
A larger r progortion of nu ts, app) ples, cr 


. - B2 grapes. 
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15 ei which ha ve lately been 5 3 
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grapes, than the reſt, of happened to 
be diſtinguiſhed by ſo ſtriking a mark. 
of the partiality of fortune as the ac- 
cumulation of a few ſols, he made no 
ſeruple of reducing his opulence more 
to a level with his companions by ap- 
propriating a part of it to himſelf; in 
vhich appropriation, however, it is not 
to be denied that he ſometimes took a 
much larger ſhare than the ſtrict rules 
of equality would juſtify. - A cuſtom 
that has I believe been pretty generally 
followed by thoſe who are fond of en- 
forcing the doctrine of equalization 
by their own immediate practice, ari- 
ſing 1 preſume from a conſciouſneſs of 
the re@itude of their intentions, and 
| their 
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their deſign of applying the ſuperBlity 
ſolely to the W LL ENT EI 
" 5 OY 8 boch ein 
| 15 not long eſeape the obſervation 
p of mankind, ,and his great abilities 
would probably have met with a re- 
ward ſuitable to their merit, had he 
not wiſely ſheltered his growing repu- 
tation from the eye of general obſer- 
vation, by jaliſting at the age of four- 
teen as a drumer, which ſoon opened 
to him a new feld of action. 
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Ri in which, young 

Le Noir had inliſted was one of 

thoſe that were ſent by the perfidious 
court of France to aſſiſt che American 
inſurgents agaiuſt their | mother-coun- 
* During the voyage he was en- 

ä couraged 


* 


þ * 
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couraged by his comrades to extend 
his notions of equality beyond the nar- | 
row limits of privare property. The 4 
French officers were emancipated by | 
the ſervice in, which they were now 
engaged, PL the neceſſity of making 
royal authority the ſole ſubje of their 
Political converſation.; and inſtead of 
being, as in former wars, employed to 
extend, the e Nower © of their Grand Mo- 
narque over 2, ſtubborn 1 "of, What 
they called, inſular republicans, con- 
ſidering themſelves now as champions 
of univerſal Uberty, all the docttines 
ol equality and frecdom which had 
been ſo generally diſſeminated over 
"France by the numerous: philoſophers 
| "ef the 2 87 of Voltaire: and Rouſſeau 


i Be were 


* 
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were impreſſed in full force on their 
eager and frivolous i imaginations. As 
in every ſituation of life mankind are 
always ready to imitate their ſuperiors, 
the ſoldiers ſoon caught the ſpirit: of 
their officers, and as they had more to — 
hope from a change of ſituation than 

their commanders, that ſpirit did not 


loſe force in the transſuſion. 


% 8 1 2 1 — "OIL. 
- 4 4 #7? v a E 6 * "5 * 8 er © 
8 7 Il 
i 5 


To give an account of all our hero's 


adventures through the courſe of the 


_ Campaign would be ſuperfluous; * 
is ſufficieat to ſay, that however his 
theory of equalization might be en- 


larged, he was not ſorgetful ot the prac- 


tical {cl eme he had formerly adopted! 


and in the execution: of chis, he exer- | 


F 
f 


THE DEMOCRAT. - ©. 
lung no opportunity of making a more 
_ equal diviſion of the property of thoſe 
to whom fortune had given a larger 
ſhare than himſelf, without at all re- 


garding whether they were . fide 
of Great Britain or France. N 

3 the campaign was over, and 
the capture of the Britiſh army put an 
end to the war, Le Noir felt no incli- 
nation to return to the ſcene of his for 
mer adventures. The riſing States of 
America, where new forms of govern- 
ment and new regulations of law were 
going to be tried, offered more bril- 
liant ſcenes to his imagination tha 
 theeſtabliſhed code of his eountry; he 
F embraced 


* 
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embraced therefore the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of aſſerting; his, natural right to 
independence by wee from the 
; regiment... Fi 4 nilkemns hat aok 


; —_ | 
1 © N X #2 9" £ = * as , " * 5 * 
* i 4 : i j 6 _ 7 13 ** i 3 9 7 bi 4 5 1 
7. 
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: - His bolt care Was to find 0 out a pro- 
per eſtabliſhment | in his newly adopted 
country. I he town of Boſton, as be- 
ing the place in whic the oppoſition 
to the power of England had originally 
broke our, was, for that reaſon the 
Place he fixed on for his aſy lum. Thi- 
ther he repaired, and having made a 
tolerable proficiency in the Engliſh | 
language, ſoon rendered himſelf con- 
; ſpicuous by his violent declamations 
in favour, of uniyerſal. liberty, and his 
avowed determination to, quit for ever 

| fe a country 


err : 
LOOT LARS 6 
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a country ſubmitted tothe yoke of mo- 
narchical and ariſtocratical deſpotiſm, 
for the happier regions of indepen- 
dence and equality; profeſſions which 
flattered both the natural and political 
prejudices of his hearers, and which 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed them in favour 
of a youth, who at ſo early a period 
of life, entertained ſuch juſt notions of 
the unalienable rights af man, and was 
ſo ready to ſacrifice for them, all thoſe 
endearing connexions, and all thoſe 
bright proſpects of future proſperity, 
Which he en ite him in his 
ade emen 
CCC 
as 80 recommended, he ſoon got to 
be domeſticated in ſome of che beſt 


ene 


families 
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families in Boſton. Nor did he ſuffer | 
either his principles. or his practices to 
lie dormant. But it would be foreign 
to che chief purpoſe of this hiſtory, to 
enter into a detail of all his exploits 
during his reſidence in America; which 
laſted till the ſeeds of republicaniſin 
ſoun among the French army while 
on that continent, produced ſo abun- 
dant an harveſt in their own country, 
40 which he then eagerly returned, as 
to a proper theatre on which he might 
diſplay his own natural talents, now ſe 
greatly improved by the een 
ä converſations he had held with the en- 
e inhabitants of 8 


0 | 3 101111 N 911 Dang" 
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„ 1 #4 
"4 


AE RZTURNS TO FRANCE, Ax 
REAR ES TO ENTER OoNx 
Mee n 


E NOIR arrived in France juſt 
after the execution of the unfor- 
tunate Louis. The enthuſiaſm of li- 
berty and equality, which at that time 
reigned nearly throughout the nation, | 


was ſo congenial with his own feelings, 
that 


14 THE DEMOCRAT: 


that he, was enflamedalmoſt to madneſs 
by the ardour of republicaniſm, and he 
ſoon became one of the moſt diligent 


| | members of the Jacgbin. Club, and a. 


conſtant aſſociate of Marat and Robe- 


ſpiere. Forming alſo a cloſe connex- 
ö ion with the celebrated Mr. Thomas 
| Paine, and being much enlightened | 
| both by the writings and the converſa- 
tion of that gentleman, (for his long 
| and early reſidence in America, had 
made him ſo perfect a maſter of the 


Engliſh language, that even by his pro- 
nunciation, he could hardly be diltin- 
guiſhed from a native) he lamented 
that the Engliſh nation, ſo long held 
up as a pattern of a free government; 

= 
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all "Europe, ſhould" be now, ſo far 
ba nd hand wick their g ai 


8 
Ip, 1 1 7 7 16 


m this ſtate of his mind and con- 
nexions, he turned his thoughts anxi- 
ouſly to the idea of introducing a 
ſyſtem of equalization” and frate rnity 
between the degenerate Britons, and 
bis own regenerated countrymen, and 
only waited for an inviting opportunity 
lending his affiſtance to the execu- 
tion of his favourite plan; amuſing 
Fimſelf however in the interval by tak - 
ig an active part in the ſcenes of de- 
Vaſtation and cruelty, that were exhi- 
brech in every And the 1 nation. 


Þ 


IMAT2 On 557 1 ry 
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At length he thought the opponu- 
15 nity he had ſo long expected was at 
hand. The ſurpriſing ſucceſs of the | 


French in Flanders and Holland, gave 
occaſion to the oppoſition i in England, 
both i in and out of parliament, to ex- 
patiate on the inexpedience of the war, 
and the neceſſity of peace on almoſt 
any terms; this miſrepreſented and 
exaggerated by the. diſaffected newl- 
papers, confirmed him in the notion 2 
he entertained of the Engliſh. govern- 
ment, and the general diſſatisfaction of 
the people. He was convinced that 


they ſaw the defects of their old con- 


ſtitution, that they wiſhed to new mo- | 
del it, after the example of their former 


rivals, and that the war was originally 
entered 


_ N 
THE DEMOCRAT. 17 | 
entered upon by the court, in direct | 
oppoſition to the declared will of the f 
nation at * i e 
Certain in his own mind of thoſe 1 
facts, he conſidered it as a matter of 
great eaſe, not only to detach England : 
from the confederacy againſt his coun- 
try, but to bring ber to unite with PR 
France. in the glorious plan of ſpreading | 
democracy over the whole earth, (or 
as a Frenchman would ſay, the uni- 
= verſe) if a proper perſon could be : 
found to influence the natural good 
| ſenſe of the people, by laying their . 
true intereſt before them. | 
\ 1 HOY | | 
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On weighing: his own talents, and 
eſpecially his proficiency in the Engliſh 
language; he ſoon formed the reſolu- 
tion of raking this taſk on himſelf im- 
mediately. Getting therefore proper 
credentials to ſuch of the Engliſh as 


had been intimate with the leaders of 


the republican party at Paris, in an 
early ſtage of the Revolution, and be- 
ing ſupplied by thoſe who favoured 


his enterprize, not with French Aſfig- 


to Guernſey in à neutral veſſel, and 
took his paſſage from thence, in an 


Engliſh ſhip, to Reap 


It was one of thoſe clear, cheerful 
days, which are not uncommon -at 
4 ; tat 
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that ſeaſon, when a bright ſun, and a 


_ cloudleſs ſky, make amends for the 


cold eaſtern blaſt that occaſions them, 


1 which is little felt in the ſheltered 


fituation of that place. 


C2 CHAP 
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— ; 9 : 
CHAP. IV. | 


AT SOUTHAMPTON. | 
A BOUT noon, towards the end 
of March, our hero firſt trod 


| Engliſh ground, on the quay of South- 
ampton ; and he was aſtoniſhed to 
find no appearance of that gloomy 

| | fog, which he had fo often been 
* E214” 5 2 told 
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told was always hovering over the Bri- 
tiſh Iſlands. | 


"Mi he 3 up che town, amid 
the cromd of well dreſſed perlons which 
always makes the high ſtreet of South- 


ampton a molt lively ſcene, even with - 


out the influx of thoſe ſtrangers wha 
reſort thither during the ſeaſon of ſea 
| bathing, his ſurpriſe was greatly in- 
creaſed, In the concourſe of beauti- 
ful, ſprightly, and well dreſſed young 
women, gay young men, and placid old 
men, he could find no trace of the dull 
ſplenetic race he was taught to expect, 
whole ſole buſineſs was ſedition, and 
whoſe greateſt relaxation, the ſolution 


of a mathematical problem, except, 
C3 when 
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when by way of variety, they occaſi- 
onally amuſed themſelves by hang- 
ing, drowning or TE their own 


throats, 


Nor let my rerder wonder here, 
| that after living ſo long in America, 
und converſing with ſo many Engliſh- 
men in France, Le Noir ſhould enter- 
tain ſuch notions of our climate and 
manners, ſince” a little reflection will 
convince him, that we are apt to give 
theſe accounts of ourſelves ; and * 
Frenchman is very ready to impute 
any cheerfulneſs he may meet with 'in 
one of our dull iſlanders at Paris, to the 
good effect of the genial air of France, 
operating on our hereditary ſpleen. And 
5 . 
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ſo general is this complaint of the gloom 
of our climate even among ourſelves, 
that an eminent writer“ has obſerved, 
Our poſterity, admiring the mild 
and pleaſant climate of the South of 
England, may be induced to wonder 7 
* how 1 it happened, that the ſun never 
8 * ſhone there, in the eighteenth cen- 


c tury.” 
But to return from this digreſſion. 
As our hero proceeded farther up the 
ſtreet, he was ſtruck with the diſplay 
of wealth and elegance that appeared 
in the various ſhops on every ſide; 
and, paſling the upper gate, when his 
eye took in the rich and beautiful 


C 4 landſcape 


3 Mitford's Eſſay on the harmony of Language. 
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landſcape that preſented itſelf; ; fields 
in the higheſt ſtate of cultivation, hills 
gently rifing from the water, their ſides 
covered with paſtures and corn- fields, 
and their brows Juxuriantly cloathed 
with wood, the whole interſperſed with 
innumerable neat'and elegant villas, he 


Was ſtruck with admiration. For a 


while he ſeemed to forget his miſſion, 
and almoſt to doubt if French equa- 


lity, or French fraternity, could add to 
the proſperity of the inhabitants. In 


ſhort, he was ready to exclaim with 


Voltaire's Babouc, . L' Ange Iburiel 
e ſe moque du monde de vouloir detruire 
© wne ville i char maile. 
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LE NOIR MEETS A GRUMBLER, 


| FTER Le Noir had fatisfied - 
his curioſity, and ſurveyed every 


part of the town; as he was returning 
down the high ſtreet, he paſſed a book- 

| ſeller's ſhop. Being weary with his 
walk, and delirous of making ſome 
Inquiries 
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inquiries concerning the ſtate of the 

town, and the political principles of 

its OO he went into the ſhop. 
The bookſeller was a little round 


man. He appeared the picture of 
content, and certainly not without rea- 
ſon, as he had a well furniſhed ſhop, 
which was much frequented by cuſ- 
tomers of all kinds; though now from 
the hour of dinner approaching, it was 
left in the poſſeſſion of his own family, 
conſiſting of a very pretty, and induſ- 
trious wife, and a number of oe 4 


| dren. 
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Our hero it may very well be ima - 
"od both from his country, and his 
education, 
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education, would not be at a loſs to 
introduce himſelf to a much more 
reſerved party. than that before him. 
After a few general obſervations on the 
literary and ſhining wares around him; 
(for Mr. Miller, as is uſual in ali pro- 
vincial towns of public reſort, united the 
profeſſions of bookſeller and jeweller) 
he began to ſpeak in high terms of 
the apparent proſperity of the place; 
when greatly to his ſurpriſe, he received 
the following anſwer. | 


© Dear fir, I aſſure you this proſ- 
< perity 1s all a deception. —The town 
© is ruined, fir; I remember when 1 


firſt came here, you might buy as 
| „ much 


north gate is ſo called at nn 
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much fiſh for a ſhilling as would 
4 keep your family three days, and 
< poultry, and butcher's meet, and 
© every thing elſe in proportion. But 
© when ſea-bathing came into faſhion, 
© and plays and afſemblies were intro- 
© duced, every thing became dearer. 
a Yet this uſed to be confined to the 
< ſummer ſeaſon only; now it laſts all 
© the year round. We are eat up by 
© number of Eaſt and Weſt Indians, 
© who live in all thoſe fine houſes you 
© ſee® above bar. And beſides, many 
© of the neighbouring gentlemen take 
© lodgings in the town, during the win- 
ee ter 


* The continuation of the High Street, beyond tho 
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e- ter months, inftead of going to Lon- 
© don. This makes all the neceſſary 
e articles of life ſo inſufferably dear, 
© that a tradeſman can hardly live and 
« ſupport his family.” 


As Le Noir was by no means defi- 
cient in underſtanding, he could not 
be induced to think that theſe com-- 
plaints were perfectly juſt in the mouth 
of a man whoſe trade muſt be chiefly 
ſupported by that deſcription of per- 
ſons, whoſe intruſion he was lament- 
ing, as neither toys nor books, are very 
ſaleable commodities among the uſual 
inhabitants of a ſea port town. But 
as diſſatisfaction was what he mithed. 
to find, from whatever cauſe it might 

be 
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be derived, he did not interrupt him; 
and the vender of books and. baubles 
going on with his complaints, began to 
touch upon a grievance much more 


: 


congenial with his ſenſations, 


* Sir (continued he) theſe inconve- 
© niences, bad as they are, might per- 
© haps be borne with, but another evil 
has atiſen from the reſidence of theſe 
< opulent men. Formerly the govern- 
ment of the town, which is veſted 
© in the coporation, was folely in the 
hands of the tradeſmen, or thoſe i 
© who had retired from buſineſs. But 
< theſe- laſt, forgetting the origin of 
their own wealth and independence, 
© and anxious to be enrolled among 

© the 


La) 


A 


* 


N 
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the gentry, began to admit ſome 
of the new ſettlers into the body; 
and this, increaſing by degrees, has 
come to ſuch a pitch, that at preſent 
there is hardly one tradeſman in the 

corporation. Nabobs, ſir, are our 


aldermen, generals our mayors, and 


© baronets our bailiffs. 
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FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH THE 
GRUMBLER, AND HOW IT, WAS | 
E. NOIR caught fire at this com- 

4 plaint, What, (eried he) is 
there no ſpirit, no ſenſe of freedom 
and equality among you, that you 
© do not unite, and reſiſt this oppreſ- 
« five ariſtocracy? — Is this Engliſh 
| © liberty. 


* * 


4 
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© liberty, of which I have heard fo 
much, and ſcen ſo little? Have you 
not numbers on your ſide?— Why 


do ye not riſe in a mals, and aſſert 
< your rights?—Is there a man that 
manufactures your goods, or ſerves 
in your ſhops, who would not join 
in the glorious enterpriſe?” — 


«© Softly, ſoftly, fir, (rephed Mr. 
Miller) that would be carrying mat- 
© ters a little too far. The law is too 
* ſtrong for us to fight againſt, Nei- 


© ther ſhould a man who ſells glaſs, 
© encourage cudgel playing in his 


© houſe, If we were to, ſpiritup all 


the poor of Southampton againſt the 


« gentry, beſides lofing their cuſtom, 
VOL, I. iD "S008: - 


and being impriſoned; if not hanged 
into the bargain, perhaps they miglit 
take a fancy to ſome of the valuable 
© commodities in our ſnops, and Ido not 
© well know how we'ſhould be able to 
© lay the devil, when once we have raif- 
ed him. No! no! ſir, we have other 
methods of proceeding. We have 
all a right to vote for Members of 
Parliament, and we are reſolved to 
© chuſe a man who is not connected with 
© the corporation, and who will regard 
only the on of the inhabitants at 
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Le Noir Abel himſelt very much 
pleaſed with this determination; and 
was fejoiced to find, that the election 
| OP of 
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of repreſentatives in: that town, was in 
the hands of. the Pe ople at large, which. 
he. imagined was, a ſingular caſe, as he 
hadi been informed by the moſt re- 
ſpectable authority, both in France and 
America, that there were ſeldom above 
three or four voters in any place, who 
were either obliged to chuſe whoever 
the miniſter; or ſome great lord nomi- 
nated, or if they were left to their own 
choice, always put the ſcat up to public 
auction, and ſold it to the beſt, bidder. 

He added, he was not now ſurpriſed. at 

the ſtriking proſperity of the . town, 


which he knew was not the caſe with the 
country in general, neither could he 
wonder at the great influx of ſtrangers, 


ſince it had che good fortune to pre- 
D 2 ſerve 
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| ferve' the invaluable pribiidge of elect. 
ing its reprefentatives, which he hoped 
they would ae. to deſerve by de- 
legating fuch perſons; on whom they . 
could confide; bead. in the ſame 
fituation' of life with themſelves, 'and 
who would be prompted'both' by their 
intereſt and their own feelings, to ſup- 
port the claims of the lower orders 
bl ſociety, to equality of power; and 
| equality of property, with their more 
hearty, and, at r eee __ 
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neighbours. 
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1 here are ſome hints in this de- 
clamation, that were, by no means in 
uniſon with the opinions of Mr. Miller. 
He neither conſidered himſelf as be- 


longing 


% 
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longing to the lower orders of ſociety, 
nor had any inclination to ſhare either 
in property or conſideration, with thoſe 
who did belong to them. But, as. he 
was preparing to anſwer, a gentleman - 
of that claſs. of Britiſh juriſprudence 
called an attorney, made his appear- 
ance, and deli red a meſſage. from Mr. 
*Sugarcane, the popular candidate, de- 
firing Mr. Miller immediately to print 
a number of hand bills, as a yacancy 
was every moment expected; adding 
at the ſame time, that he had direc- 
tions to ſpare no expence in giving 
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al £3þp! If) Of ye 199 


81 tie der Wees eee to whom this 
15 page hs been gen to allude, by this name, thaw 
there would be by leaf a ectmtry gentleman, Hau- 
horn, on an Engliſh merchant, Freeport, - | 


ſome little ſatisfaction, that i in a place £ 


| rageouſly ſituated. 


38 THE DEMOCRAT: 
ribbons, opening public houſes, and 
in ſhort, uſing every method by which 
an opulent man can influence the ſuf- 
frage of the poorer voters. 


tia HAM . 
* Noir tend with aſtoniſhment 


to find ſuch a candidate ſet up by the 


| tradeſmen to oppoſe the gentlemen; | 


he now found all his arguments and 
expoſtulations would be thrown away 


on the mis-judging patriotic bookſel- 


ler, and he left his ſhop much morti- 
fed and diſguſted; yet not. without 


apparently proſperous as Wig 
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diſcontent was to be found, and enter- 
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e III. 


+: THE ARISTOCRATICAL SANS 


Hg 


UR adventurer, bang equally 
rired with the proſperity, the 


30% 


grievances, and the political preju- 


dices of Southampton, after taking 


111 1 2 


fome refreſhment, quitted it i in hopes 


ef finding better apa as he had 
D 4 advanced 


40 THE DEMOCRAT. 


advanced further into the country. 
He determined to putſue his journey 
On foot, as the mode of travelling beſt 
calculated to procure him an inſight 
into the diſpoſition of the people at 
large, towards the preſent order of 
things. Actuated by theſe ſentiments, 
he ſallied out of Bar Gate, on his road 
towards the metropolis of Great Bri- 
tain; though had his inclination led 
him either to Saliſbury, or Portſmouth, 
the Land's End, or the Foreland, ſuch 
is the peninſular ſituation of + South- 
ampton, he muſt have ai his exit 
through the ſame e 

He had not gone an Penny paces 
beyond the gate, when he met a num- 

d ; ber 


A 
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ber of perſons iſſuing from à place, 
which; though not decorated either 
with ſte eple or tower, evidently ſeemed 
appropriated to divine worſhip! While 
he was endeavouring to ſet himſelf right 
in this particular, by inquiring of thoſe 
round thing! aipetfor Euhe vp and en- 
tered into converſation with him. 


As this gentleman anſwered in every | 
reſpect the idea he had formed of an 
Engliſh republican, or to uſe a more 
appropriated term, Un vrui /ans culotie 
Anglais, he liſtened with peculiar atten- 
tion to his account of the edifice from 
which he came. 
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Mr. Ediſtone, for that was his name, 
immediately began à lang detail of 
the church hiſtory of Great Britain, 
and the tyranny of the corporation and 
teſt acts; with which, though he exer- 
ciſed the patience of Le Noir for near 
an hour, there is no occaſion for me to 
exerciſe the patience of my readers a 
minute. But the ſermon ended in 
convineing a man who had no religion 
at all, that there was no reaſon to have 
any religion eſtabliſned and protected 
by law; and ſhewing how abſurd it 
was to oblige a man to pay tithes to a 
well educated clergyman, who preferred 
hearing a tinker preach out of a tub. 
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Le Noir perfectly coincided with his 
gane 3 but as be had ſo lately 
met with ſuch indifferent ſucceſs in 
his propoſition for a general inſurrec- 
tion, though from! the appearance of 
Mr. Ediſtone he could not conceive 
he would have the ſame objection on 
the ſcore of property to ſuch a meaſure 
as Mr. Miller had expreſſed, yet he 
thought it beſt to be cautious in What 
he advanced; he therefore began thus: 
C J. ale TTY. 

Since I have been in this town, ſir, 
* I am happy to have learned that the 
right of cleCtion. is diffuſed among 
© all, orders of citizens, and that you, 
and thoſe of your claſs, have an equal 
6 "arg with the better, or I ſhould 


. © rather 
* | 3 
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rather ſay, the richer part of the in- 
© habitants, and that ſuch opvlent 


Lion, where 1 dined, and Mr. Millar 


the great bockſeller and jeweller, 

have no advantage over you in that 
reſpect. (Here Mr. Ediſtone frown- 
Rind bit his lips) Since this is 
© the caſe, fir, ſince honeſt lbouting: 
citizens like you have voices in the 
choice of members of parliamenr,, 


why do you not inſtruct your N | 


©'fentatives, Untis £ 

$0330! $01.L6 19 wronnkina tory T0 
Our eee eee 
oem the angry ſectary, glad 
to vent his indignation om the firſt 


7M * object that prefenvedifelf> Our rex 
Ae 
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< preſentatives in parliament; zounds! 
god forgive me for ſwearing, we have 


no ſuch thing. We want a reform, 


< ſir,/a reform I ſay? (here Le Noir 
redoubled his attention) All is car- 
ried away by the great. The peers 
< nominate/to the houſe of commons; 
< thoſe lords, fir, that odious diſtine- 
tion, ſo inconſiſtent with a ſtate hold- 
ing out independance and equality to 

J alllits members.. Here he was 
cut ſhort inthe middle oſ his harangue, by 
a beautiful and elegant young woman, 
but whoſe manners were a little tinctur- 
ed by affectation, and who was too much 
overlooked in the envious and the 
eee wy Inexcuſcable in à , perſon 


2 1511 | whoſe 
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whoſe charms could have no e 
and my few W Hoc 
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And here let me dutch: | * fair 
readers againſt both theſe 5 failings. 
The firſt only makes beauty leſs at- 
tractive, and deformity more diſguſt- 
ing. And detraction, with whatever 
ſafety to themſelves it may be em- 
| ployed by thoſe, who, having no re- 
 putation to loſe, have no retaliation to 
fear, is a dangerous weapon indeed in 
the hands oſ innocence and beauty, who 5 
have but too much to dread from the 
ill- nature of the world, without calling 
for its cenſures by nend boſti- 


* * * 1 * * 14 4 
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lities themſelyes. 
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This lovely and accompliſhed young 
perſon, (for ſhe; was both in an emi- 
nent degree; ) coming up to him haſ- 
tily, aid, * Papa] papa! My mamma 
has juſt ſent me to tell you, Lord and 
© Lady Fitzmange are come to drink 
e tea with her, and, to beg you. would 
come home immediately 
Good heavens (eried the per- 
« plexed patriot) what ſhall I do? I 
© have.juſt aſked Mr. Tallow and his 
* all events, I muſt go and put them 
off immediately, as my Lord and 
Lady would neyer forgive me for 
mixing them wich ſuch company.“ 


« ] ada 


. ern * 


c . — 
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Indeed papa, (ſid the young lady) 

I wonder how you can aſk ſuch peo- 
ple, did not my coulin there, the linen 
„ draper's niece, whoſe ſiſter married a 
e Scotch Lord's s younger brother, come 
in the other day and catch'd us at ca- 
4 80 with Mrs. Tripe and the apothe- 
cary in the back ſtreet. Indeed with 
e ſuch. noble connexions, you ſhould 


be more careful-whom-you aſk.” 


Upon this, Ediſtone left. Le Noir in 


. 1 great hafte himfelf, and: Le Noir in 


more aſtoniſhment, as he could not re- 
. concile Mr. Ediſtone's hatred of lord- 
ly diſtinction, with his ſervile adula- 


tion of lords themſelves, or the pride 


of * Fitzmange in refuſing the 
ſociety 
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ſociety of Mr. 'T bw, with his con- 
deſcenſion i in keeping company with 
a perſon of Mr. Ediſtone's figure. 
The endearing expreſſion of papa, alſo 
uſed by the young lady, furpriſed him 
much. Truſting however that time, 
and a better acquaintance with Engliſh 
manners, would develope ſuch difficul- 
ties, or at leaſt, make them more fami- 
liar to him, he trudged on quietly to 
Wincheſter. . 7: 


$9 THE DEMOCRAT: 
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MEETS WITH A DISAPPOINTMENT ar 
: WINCHESTER. | | 


UR hero entered the city of 

| Wincheſter in high ſpirits, as he 

had a letter of recommendation from 

* one cf his jacobia friends at Paris, 
1 to a great dignitary of the cathedral. 
F or the learned and reverend Dr. Port- 
wel 


* 


* DEMOCRAT. -$1 


well, though Gemini an the rich paſ- 
ture of ſinecures, and pluralities, was, 
or rather had been, a moſt furious de- 
mocrat. 


To this gentleman Le Noir pre- 
ſented his credentials, and as he had 
a plauſible, and inſinuating addreſs, 
vas moſt graciouſly received, and had 
the offer of a bed in the houſe, which 
he readily accepted, and was treated 
plenteouſly. But to ſay the truth, he 
paid a full price for, his board by be- 
ing obliged to attend the recital of a 
long poem, the narcotic qualities of 
which were almoſt too en for his 
Laculties, : 


* * 
3 3 
yy with, 
- F - 


ut vemock at, 
The doctor perceiving him drowſy, 
imputed it to the fatigue of his jour- 
ney, for that any poppy was infuſed 
in the poem, he never could conceive. 
He begged him however, to be atten- 
tive to one paſſage, on which Le Noir 
rubbing his half cloſed eyes, and col- 
lecting all the attention he could, the 
divine proceeded thus: | <5 


— Firſt to make men think at all, 
© Is of all rules we know the principal. 


„ 


© The Prince o'Paul! (exclaimed | 
Le Noir) pray who is he? 


© Plhaw! (replied the hoſt) it is 
a common Engliſh word, Principal; 
F 


: 
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but I read ſo, for the ſake of verſe. 


If we can't bring our words in to 


Rt 


* 6 
A 


the verſe eaſily, we mult bend them, 


* 


and twiſt them, till they conform. 


a <- 


Surely a man has a right to be maſ- 
© ter of his own language. This is a 
licence uſed by all our beſt . 


: i Noir did not controvert this . 
| poſition, and begged pardon for his 
Ignorance of the freedom of Britiſh 
verſification; the Doctor began again. 


« ——Firft to make men think at all, 

© Is of all rules we know the principal; 

The ſecondof as much importance quite, [right, 

5 To make them when they think at all, think 

© The third, and every thing for man is done, 
© To do what they think right, and that alone. 


2 On 
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On hearing this, Le Noir, to atone: 
for his former want of attention, cried 
out. Very pretty indeed! but dear 
© fir, do explain it to me.—I never 
© was quick 0 finding out charades?” 

© Charades! fir, (cried the Doctor) 

© do you take this for a charade! it is 

one of the moſt ſublime and melo- 
ta, dious mou of the poem.” 

But to proceed,” He was as good 
as his word, and did proceed to retail 
to his drowſy auditor a long ſeries of 

vague, and unconnected ſtuff, from 

which his lumbering ſenſes could juſt 
collect that it was meant to be very 


ſevere again the French Revolution, 
5 T he 


THE DEMOCRAT. l 55 


The truth was, Dr. Portwell's po- 
ities had made a crane- neck turn 
ſince his aequaintance with the gentle- 
man who had recommended Le Noir 
to his notice. His friends, to whom 
he looked for preferment, were out of 
place when he commenced democrat, 
but as _ as they got into power, 
he got into good humour with go- 
. vernment. 


Tar not — tke reyerend bard 
be cenſured for a change of principles; 
to thoſe he ever remained perfectly 
ſteady. His own intereſt and welfare 
being the ſole object of his care, to 
theſe he remained inviolably attached 

E!. mg 
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through every. change or a of 
. domeſtic, or political life. Ft 


Le Noir was ſoon convinced, both 
by his verſe and his proſe, of the 
change in the Doctor's polities, and 
as he was by no means of that deſcrip- 
tion of perſons, whom he thought he 
could have any probable chance of re- 

converting, he kept his miſſion to him- 
ſelf, and avoiled himſelf of his hoſpi- 
/ tality, without trying to incerfere, with 
his n 
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cHap. IX. 


RB 


— , 5 * 
* F, 9 l 
' — 6 $A 7; 


. / DOCTOR PORTWELL EXECUTES 
JUSTICE, 


HE reverend Doctor, who was 
, & equally great in juriſprudence, 
as in poetry and divinity, received a 
ſummons in the morning, to attend a 
meeting of the quorum, to determine 
on an offence committed againſt the 
. exciſe 
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_ exciſe laws. He found the bench 
full, and only waiting for his appear- 
ance to open the buſineſs. For the 

Doctor was too much of a great man, 
ever to be punctual to his time, or not 
to affect the empty Importance of being 
much employed on things of conſe- 
quence by making thoſe wait for him 

| who were inclined to pay him that 
compliment; being no exception to 
the general rule, that every man who 
is ſervile in adulation to his ſuperiors, 
will be exactiy in the ſame proportion, 
iaſolently arrogant to thoſe who are, 

or whom he fancies, are his inferiors. 


The cere mony of his 1 eception be- 
Whom 
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whom he had brought with him to be 
a witneſs of his legal,. wiſdom and im- 
portance; the Doctor was placed in 
the chair, and the accuſers and culpric. 
-ordered in. 7 


When the depoſitions were taken 
by the clerk, the chairman was imme 
diately proceeding to conviction, when 
one of his colleagues ventured humbly 
to ſubmir to his conſideration, if it 
would not be proper to aſk the priſoner, 
if he had any think to fay in his de- 
| fence, He made many apologies for 
| ſoggeſting any thing to a gentleman 
of his learning and abilities, (here the 
Doctor ſmiled) but he had heard ſome 


lawyers lay, that no man could be con- 
| demned, 


60 THE DEMOCRAT. 


demned, without being firſt bed in 
his own defence, 2 


To this the Doctor replied, with a 
very pompous air, that to.be ſure he 
was partly right. That in ſome caſes, 
as at the quarter ſeſſion for inſtance, it 
was uſual, when the trial: was by jury, 
to grant that indulgence to the priſon- 
He ſaid zſual, for though the 
learned magiſtrate, who generally filled 
the chair on that occaſion, held it as a 
matter of right, yet in that, as in many. 
other caſes, he owned he was of a dif- 
ferent opinion. But in the preſent in- 
| ſtance, an offence againſt laws, in which 
i ; the jultices decided without the inter- 
1 vention of a jury, and where the crime 
| Was 
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was of ſo chormous a nature, as an at- 
tempt to defraud the revenue, he was 
decidedly of opinion, that if the magiſ- 
trates were clearly convinced of his 
guilt by the evidence brought againſt 
the culprit, there was no occaſion to 
give themſelves any further trouble. 


The clerk was by no means of the 

ſame opinion, with the wiſe and elo- 
quent chairman, but he was cautious 
in expreſſing his diſſent, leſt he ſhould 
offend ſo great a luminary of the law. 
He urged it however as a matter of 
lenity, and flattering him on that head, 
he at laſt conſented, as a great act of 
mercy, to hear what the priſoner had 
to ſay in extenuation of his offence. 
| But 
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But as the man was beginning to 

exculpate himſelf, the Doctor inſiſted 
on his being ſworn. What, (ſaid he) 
ſhall we ſuffer this rogue to contra- 
dict on his bare word, what the king's 
*,officers have depoſed on oath ?—— 
< Swear him directly. 


_ - Here the clerk could have remon- 
rated again, but it was to no purpoſe. 
The magiſtrate was intxorable ; and 
after giving the clerk a ſevere repri- 
mand for his officious interference, he 
went hiqſelf to the bar, and admi- 
niſſtered the oath to the delinquent, in 

the moſt ſolemn manner. He then 
addreſſed him thus. Now, ſir, I call 
upon ou to declare, upon the oath 


* 
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| _ «£ you have taken, if you are innocent, 
< or guilty, of the crime laid to your 
* charge.” 


The unfortunate delinquent, who was 
2 maltſter, though he did not ſeruple 
to defraud the exciſe by ſome part 
of the proceſs of his trade, was by no : 
means eaſy on the matter of perjury, 
and being thus ſolemnly adjured, after 
ſome light evaſion, confeſſed the fact. 


The Doctor immediately convicted [1] 
him in the full penalty, and then left | 
the bench, with much exultation at his | | 
own wiſdom and ſagacity. {1 

1 
His triumph however, was of very 
ſhort duration, For, the board of [1 
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Exciſe, on hearing how the conviction 
was obtained, never proceeded to levy 
the penalty. And the wiſe magiſtrate 
was obliged to pay a conſiderable ſum 
of money, to prevent an information 
againſt him, in the king's bench. © 
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CHAP. X. 


Fd 


A CLERGYMAN OF A VERY DIFFERENT 


SORT.—OUR HERO IS FORCED + 
TO DECAMP WITHOUT 
BEAT OF DRU. . 


IL the way from the ſeat of juſ- 
tice homewards, Le Noir was 


entertained by the ſelf-applauſe of the 
magiſtrate, to which he had the polite- 
neſs to make no exception, as indeed 
he had no reaſon, ſince the lenity of 


at x. Yo not 
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not tempting a ſuſpected perſon to 
add perjuty to his guilt, by making a 
proteſtation of his innocence upon oath 
a preliminary ſtep to his entering in 
his defence, is ſolely confined to the 
oppreſſive laws of this miſerable coun- 
try. 5 1 
It happened that Dr. Portwell was 
5 engaged to dine with another clergy- 
man of the town; and he undertook 
to introduce his foreign friend to his 
table, which he knew was always open 
to thoſe recommended by his ac- 
quaintance, who had the manners and 
the character of gentlemen. | | 


3 
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Mr. Newcomb was of a diſpoſition 
as oppoſite as poſſible to that of his 
brother divine. , Candid, liberal, and 
hoſpitable, he joined the freedom of 
the gentleman, | with the erudition of 
the ſcholar, and knew how to enliven 
the hour of conviviality, without devi- 
ating from the decency of his profeſſion. 
Qualities, however, which were only 
the external ornaments of more ſolid 
merits, and ſerved to embelliſn the ra- 
tional chriſtian, the ſincere friend, the 
affectionate parent, and the truly bene - 
volent man. The delightful duties of 
à tender huſband, fate had long ſince 
deprived him of the opportunity of ex- 
erciſing; but he added, the love he 
owed his deceaſed partner, to her lug- | 
ES” 5 
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viving offspring, „ and particularly to 
an amiable and lovely daughter, who 
| Tepaid his paternal care in her edu- 
cation, by a diſplay of every female 
Accompliſhment, and the exerciſe of 
the nenen filial 115 e 


1 * £ * of 
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In one inftance Gly: did he reſem- 
ble Dr. Portwell; a ſtedfaſt attach- 
ment to his principles. In thoſe prin- 

ciples, however there was this trifling 
difference, that the one was induced to 
do only that which he knew to be right, 
the other, what he eſteemed to be con- 


venient. 


Independent in his circumſtances, 
$6 ſtill more in his 8 a Mr. New- 
comb 
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comb felt no inclination to court per- 

ſons in power. But though - -a warm 
love of political liberty led him gene- 
rally to take the part of oppoſition, he 
never could be induced to think, that 

the being in oppoſition, was itſelf a 
ſtamp of merit, if it did not proceed 
from pure motives. He did not re- 
ceive every diſguſted courtier who 
joined his friends, as a patriot, neither 
did he deem his friends longer parriot-» | 
when, getting themſclves poſſeſſion of 
power, they followed the ſame mea- : 
ſures they had condemned in their 


| predeceſſors. In. this laſt predicament 


I Portwell ſtood; and though by 


ſuch a conduct he had forfeited the 
place he once held in his good opinion | 
55 F 3 Mr. New- 
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Mr. Newomb had ſeen enough of 
political verſatility to know the circle 
of his acquaintance would be very nar- 
row indeed, if he withdrew, the com- 


mon intercourſes of civility and hoſ- 
pitality from all thoſe. who had been 


unſteady in their political connexions. 


Le Noir was received with kind- 
neſs and attention, and 'as the com- 
pany conſiſted of perſons of politeneſs 
and information, the converſation was. 
lively and intereſting, in which, from 
his kgowledge of mankind, and the 
plianey of his manners, he was enabled 
to bear no inconſiderable part. ? 


3 hy | 5 5 Aſter 


A. 
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After the Jadies: were retired, a 
knock at the door announced ſome 
viſitors, who were ſhewn into the draw- a 
ing room. Theſe, as Mr. Newcomb 
informed his company, were a French 
nobleman, the Count De Tournelles 
and his davghter, who had been com- 
pelled to ſeek refuge in this hoſpitable 
country, from the more than ſavage 
perſecution of their own. 


— 


» 


At the name of De Tournelles, Le 
| Noir changed colour, but inſtantly 
| recovering himſelf, he leſt the room, 
took his hat that hung in the hall, and 

quitted the | houſe immediately, and 
going. to Doctor Portwell's to get his 
F 4 mal: 
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_ ſmall collection of moveables, he de- 
| parted, from the city of Wincheſter, 
and took the Alresford road, towards 


the metropolis, 


/ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI 


"Oh 


' STORY OF COUNT DE TOURNELLES; 
AND THE FAIR ADELAIDE. 


HE whole company were aſſem- 
bled in the drawing room before 
15 Noir began to be miſſed, his ab- 
ſence at firſt being thought merely ac- 
cidental. His long ſtay at laſt creating 
ſome ſurpriſe, Mr. Newcomb ordered 

5 1 a ſervant 
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"M ſervant to go to Dr. Portwell's, and 


inquire if he was there. 


: On hearing his name, both the 
Count and daughter expreſſed great 
aſtoniſhment, which on receiving what 
information Dr. Portwell could give 
of him, was ſoon heightened into 
indignation, and the Count exclaimed. 
with ſome wrath. * You have enter 
* tained one of the greateſt villains 


upon earth. 


The Doctor felt aſhamed at having | 
introduced ſuch a perſon, but he apo- 
logized for it, by aſſuring the company 
that he had a very reſpectable recom- 
mendation from Paris. The Count 
e . vas | 
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was too well acquainted with the plau- 
fibility and diſſimulation of Le Noir to 
be much ſurpriſed at this; but this ſur- 
priſe would have been ſtill leſs, had he 
known the deſcription of perſons from 
whom the recommendation came. 


The whole party were curious to 
be informed of the circumſtances that 
feemed to affect the Count and his 
lovely daughter ſo much when they 
heard his name, and Mr. Newcomb: 
requeſted the favour of being made 
acquainted with them, if they had no 
particular objection. = 


To which the Count with a ſigh 


replied, The ſhare that villian has 
5 had 
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© had in thi misfortunes I have ſuf. 
© fered, makes, I own, a deep impreſ- 
© fon on my mind; and recalls ſcenes, 
+ I with, but in vain, to forget. Yet 
© after witneſſing the devaſtation of 
« every thing dear to me, the death of 
© my ſovereign, the ruin of my friends, 
© of my country; my own fufferings 
8 ſeem loſt in the compariſon, and I 
5 win zummon up reſolution to , 


your curioſity. 


© In the years of my proſperity, I 
© was lord and chief proprietor of a, 
3 village, in the province of Cham- 


A 


paigne, I loſt my wife early, and was 
© left with only one daughter, whom 
* you now ice. I had been too happy 
5 in 
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in my firſt nuptials to ſeek another 


partner. (Hear he wiped a tear from 


bis eye.) I reſolved to devote my 


time to the education of my child, 


and of another charge that had devol- 


ved to me. The Chevalier Floren- 


ville, a younger branch of my family, 
the friend of my youth, and my 


brother in arms, falling in the ſer- 


vice of my country, bequeathed his 
infant ſon to my care with his dying 


breath. He was a few years older 
than my Adelaide, and I flattered 


myſelf with the pleaſing idea of one 


day uniting them in marriage, and 
that the daughter I ſo tenderly loved, 

would inherit my patrimony, withon- 
whom I-eſteemed as dearly as a fon, 


and 
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9 nd who was indeed my heir. This 
< proſpe& was more pleaſing to me 
< than ſecking a fon by a ſecond mar- 
© riage, on whom my beloved child 
muſt have been dependent, and whom, 
* however much he might be the ob- 
ject of my regard when in exiſtence, 
could in expectation only, be more 
< flattering to my vanity, than my af- 
fection. | 


Perhaps I may be thought ſingu- 
lar in my opinion. But to proceed. 
* I knew too well the uncertainty of 
© human affairs, to ſer my heart on 
F « any ſcheme, the event of which 
* mult be ſo diſtant, and fo precarious. 
There were a thouſand accidents | 
77 thu 
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< that might crofs my purpoſe, among 
«- which, the inclinations of the young 
© people were none of the moſt im- 
« poſſible. "If I found thoſe in the 
© leaſt averſe, I was determined to re- 
< linquiſh my plan; as. the too com- 
mon practice of endeavouring to 
© ſecure the welfare of our children, by 
making them miſerable in the dear- 
* eſt concern of life, and trying tõ 
< procure the outward form of proſ- 
5 perity, by poiſoning the ſource of all 
* real proſperity, domeſtic happineſs, 
© has always appeared to me in the 
« higheſt degree, both fooliſh and cri- 
* minal, The difference of their age 
© ſeemed to me likely to occaſion 
this obſtacle; which, though exactly 


< what 


—— ens ono — 
— — 
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N 


* 


what was to be wiſhed in a nuptial 


connexion, might at the preſent early 
era of their lives, prevent that free 


and unconſtrained intercourſe which 


ſhould be the baſis of fiiture attach- 


— 


ment. e 


A Lehad the pleaſure, however, of 


A 


4 


4 


4 


ſeeing my: plan ſucceed beyond my 
moſt ſanguine expectations, and every 
ſymptom appeared of tender and 
growing affection between my daugh- 
"© 4er and adopted ſon. (Here a bluth 
ſuffuſedthe lovely cheek of Adelaide.) 
He was now of the age of fifteen, 


g and Adelaide twelve, when my regi- 
ment was ordered to America, Juſt 
© before the end of the war. 


© I was 
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8 1: was very happy 1 in this oppor- 


* 


4 


ee e 8 „ . CHAP: 


tunity of i initiating my young charge 
in the profeſſion. of arms, and ac- 


cordingly I procured him a commiſ- 


ſion in my own regiment, and entruſt- 


ing my dear Adelaide to the care 


of a female relation, on whoſe an- 


*, : 1 | 
xious attention, Both to her health 


and her education, I knew I could 


depend, I embarked with my young 
ſoldier, for the ſhores of America. 


FITTES) 
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TE 

THE STORY ond 
: HE wretch ks has been the 
: object of your inquiries, was 
p 


the ſon of a peaſant in my village, 
and having given early ſymptoms of 
2 a diſhoneſt propenſity, though of 


£ good and Fw parts, his parents 
e thought 


* 


* 
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« coke the diſcipline of a military 
life might be a ſalutary reſtraint on 
© him, or at leaſt that a change of 
< ſcene would remove him from the 
© bad connexions he had formed, and 

© probably time might then correct 
his evil habits. Accordingly at their 
-» requeſt I received him into my re- 
© pgiment as a drummer, and promiſed 
to take him particularly under my 

protection, and Keep. a vigilant eye 
< pelt his conduct. 


7 
f 


It is needleſs to enter into the de- 
- tail of a war, the event of which is 
< ſo well known; though it is impoſ- 
15 ſible to avoid making one remark on 


hl: the ſtrong proof that event gave of 
Can nts G 2 the 


: 
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the 8 of the conjecture on the fu- 


ture iſſue of human affairs. The ter- 


mination of the war appeared in the 


eyes of all Europe moſt glorious to 


us, moſt humiliating to Great Bri- 


< tain; and every nation augured an 


elevation of our national proſperity, 


and a depreſſion of yours, as the 


inevitable conſequence. But how 


different has the conſequence really 


been? The loſs of your colonies does 
not ſeem to have had the ſmalleſt 
effect on your commerce or your 
power, while we, along with our 


laurels, brought back the ſeeds of 


thoſe principles which have over- 


ſpread our country with calamity and 


_ | | 
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But to return. During the ſmall 
* part of the Campaign that paſſed 
after our arrival in America, my 
© regiment had its full ſhare of ſervice; 
© here Le Noir had no opportunity 
© of ſhewing his diſpoſition. But as- 
© ſoon as hoſtilities ceaſed in conſe- 
© quence of the capture of the 'Britiſh 
26 army at York Town J had ſuffi- 
© cient, reaſon to be diffatisfied with 
© his behaviour; and as I knew the 
c honeſty . of his parents, and had a 
G regard for them, 1 expoſtulated ſe- 
6 verely with him on his actions, 
© which indeed, had I not favoured 
him for the reaſon I have mentioned, 

called for exemplary puniſhment. 
© But all che effect my remonſtrance 
] G 3 © produced. 


2 


* 
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« prodyced; was his immediate deſer- 
© tion, and not being able to recover 
him by any application or inquiry I 
could make, I gave him up, and 
never expected to hear any more of 
* him, but in this I was n 
5 miſtaken.” 


15 ＋ be war being over, I obtained 
leave to return to France, being 
© anxious to ſee my daughter, and again 
c ſuperintend her education. My re- 
* giment was ordered to St. Domingo, 
c whither the Chevalier Florenville 
© went with it. 


Nothing extraordinary occurred 
© for ſeveral years; and I paſſed. my 
4 time 


. 


— 
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time in the pleaſing contemplation 
of my daughter's growing accom- 
« pliſhments, and the flattering hopes 
of her happineſs which I formed from 
the affectionate and conſtant correſ- 
© pondence of my adopted ſon, till the 
'* anxiouſly expected moment arrived, 
© that brought my regiment home. 


I had the inexpreſſible delight to 
© ſee every hope I had entertained 
fully accompliſhed in the perſon and 

manners af my young charge, and 
that an affection of the tendereft 
kind, had reciprocally taken place 
© between him and my daughter. 


. 
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But alas! this bright proſpect was | 
ſoon overcaſt. Juſt as I was think- 


ing to make preparation for their 


nuptials, the fatal ſtorm aroſe, which 


has ſpread deſolation over my coun- 
try, and deluged her fields with blood, 
There is no man, who has a ſpirit 


of independence, but muſt revere 


thoſe, who nobly ſtood forth to 


reſtore their country to the exerciſe 
of thoſe rights, which it poſſeſſed in 
common with all thoſe govern- 
ments, that the freedom of the 
North had raiſed on the Roman 
Empire, but which all, except En- 


gland, had loſt by the folly and cor- 


ruption of their nobility, proud of 


being, at the fame time, the tyrants 
of 
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of the people, and the ſlaves of the 


crown, and thence rendered them- 
© ſelves incapable of doing any real 
* ſervice to either. By returning to 
© the original principles of our conſti- 
© tution, we ſhould have found mate- 
© rials to form, and foundations to 
e bear, a fabrick as beautiful, and as 
$ permanent as your own. But my 
© countrymen were ſo much accuſ- 
© tomed to lead others in faſhion of 
all kinds, that whether in the ſhape 
of a coat, or the arrangement of a 


A 


„ 


8 republic, they mult give the ton to 
© every body; and our reforming phi- 
E: loſophers, inſtead of conſidering 
* what was reaſonable and practicable, 
20 28 adopted 
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adopted finciful and viſionary im- 
provements of their own. 

My regiment was one of thoſe 
© which were ſeduced by the offers of | 
.c the national aſſembly, and the Cheva- 
lier, after being in great danger from 
© his ſpirited attempts to reſiſt the tor- 
© rent, and keep part of the ſoldiers - 
firm to their allegiance, was obliged 
* to fly, and conceal himſelf with me. 


Such concealment however, was 
© of very ſhort duration. We ſoon 
| © began to be hunted by the jacobin 
© blood-hounds, and -were obliged to 
quit my chateau, and conceal our- 
© ſelves in an obſcure cottage. 

£4) . 5 „ 
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9 would ſhock your feelings too 
© much, as well as awaken my own, 
"Ef Þ were to relate the dreadful ſcenes. 
of cruelty and depredation we wit- 
© neſſed in this precarious retreat. 


Quis talia fando 
Temperet a lachrymis? 


* 


4 
* Who could with-hold a tear at ſuch a tale *- 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


A SLIGHT INTERRUPTION.: 


As the Count gave the French 
pronunciation to the Latin lines, 

and ſpoke them with that monotony 
which is peculiar to the French lan- 
guage, but which the French carry 
with them into all other languages, and 
l which. 
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Which diſtinguiſhes what is uſually 
called (like lucus a non lucendo) the 
French accent, he did not mark the 
long ſyllables as we do, by laying a 


greater emphaſis on them, but pro- 


— 


nounced /achrymis, as if it had been vl 
written in Engliſh characters Lchrie- 


mees * | ; | ö y 


This offended the faſtidious ears of I} 
the claſſical Dr. Portwell, who reſolv- | 


ing to ſhew his erudition, though 


ſomething at the expence of his po- 
lizeneſs, ſaid immediately to the Count, "i 
Sir, you have ſpoken theſe words | 
© very incorrectly, but you French, | 4 


never regard the quantity of ſylla- 
£ bles,? 


This 


94 THE DEMOCRAT. 

This ſtrange and ill turned diſplay 
of learning, aſtoniſhed the whole com- 
pany, eſpecially the ladies, and ſuch 
of the gentlemen as bappened to bave | 

forgotten their Latin. But one of the 
party, who was glad of an opportunity 

of mortifying the Doctor for his ill 

bred interruption, undertook to ex- 


plain thĩs difficulty to che ladies. | 


| He informed them that a neglect of 
3% quantity was exactly equivalent with | 
[ ſuch a faulty arrangement in the ſylla- 

; 


bles of a verſe as deprived it of that 
quality, and made it proſe, and gene- 
rally very harſh proſe: and he added, 
there was now a poem, if it could be 
1o called, lying in the window, from 


3 | which. 
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which he ſhould be able fully to illuſ- 


trate the ſubject, as the author, either 


from the exuberance of his fancy, or 
the fublimity of his conceptions, had 
not been able to reſtrain his muſe by the 
common rules of Engliſh verſification. 


He now took up the book he allud- 


ed to, which happened to be the fame 


that Dr. Portwell had read to Le 
Noir, and which was generally knewn 
to be his own compoſition, though he 
had not put his name to it; and 
with his examples, thus. 


In theſe lines for inſtance. 


- « Might latz have fallen but the good and great 
. Stept in betwixt. 


© there 


1.6 £m DEMOCRAT. 
< there is no veſtige of a verſe, except 
the laſt ſyllable of Fallen is brought 
forward in a way that it never ought 
to be, either in verſe or proſe, reading 


© or converſation, But here is ano- 
her line, faulty from an oppoſite cauſe. 


&« Without the leaders prim'ry ſenſe or heart. 


Here a ſyllable is left out, which 
© never was left out in the common 


pronunciation of the word, and with- 
© out which, it is very difficult to pro- 


11 © nounce the word at all. 


This verſe, (I ſhould have faid 
line, ) near the end is the very acme 
© of 
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/ 
c of abſurd arrangement, in which two 
languages are forced into union to 


© produce an inſtance of the author's 


< total want of an ear for verſification. 


** W * * 
ins, 


Eſſe et videre, are I own the ſame. 

5 | | 
But here is a verſe ſo completely | 

© ridiculous from another caule, that 
I cannot pals it. Speaking of the 1 
diſtinction providence has made (I 
# will not on ſuch an occaſion uſe a 
© more ſacred name as the author has) 
© between a man and a worm, he ſays 


© it has | 3 
Arm'd this with reaſon, cover'd that with Ain. 


YOl-b 4 © According 


98 
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According to this curious line, a 
man 1s not diſtinguiſhed properly 


© from a worm, till he is flead alive. 


© But I am weary of caſting my 


eye over ſo execrable a performance, 


where even the moſt tranſient glance, 
muſt diſcover the moſt glaring in- 
ſtances of every kind of abſurdity 


that ever diſgraced the vileſt pro- 
duction of Grub- Street. Which no- 
thing but the groſſeſt folly could have 
ritten, nothing but the moſt igno- 


rant and impudent ſelf-conceit, could 
have publiſhed, But even theſe 
faults are venial, compared with 


others which abound in this male- 


volent, as well as ridiculous work: 
- © and 
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and if I were not moved to laughter | 
by its compleate abſurdity, I ſhould 
be moved to indignation by the in- 
< diſcriminate ſatire, the ſervile, baſe, = | 
<« fawning adulation, and the ſcandal- 
© ous deriliction of principle, that oc- 
© cur in every line. Who, recollect- 
© ing the former party connexions of 
<8 author, let his own party princi- | 
. ples be what they may, can read, b 
without diſguſt, his 5 on | 
the Duke of B * *, and his con- 
temptible attack on another diſtin- | 


A 


guiſhed character, to whom his moſt 
violent enemies (and Jam not one 


8 


of his friends) never imputed folly 
© Or or depravity, i in theſe lines: „ 


H 2 5 | © Tom 


j 
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« Even F * ® himſelf miſguided, now is known 


& By minds more weak, and wicked than his own,” 


He then threw his book down with 
diſguſt. a 


Dr. Portwell did not betray many 
ſymptoms of ſatisfaction in his coun- 
tenance, during the critique on the 
poem. But whatever his private re- 
flections might have been, they were 
interrupted by the return of the ſer- 
vant, who had been ſent to inquire 
after Le Noir, and who brought the 
intelligence of his having called at 
Dr. Portwell's for his moveables, and 
leaving the houſe immediately after- 
wards. | RE 


Aſter 
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After the character we had heard of 
his gueſt, this intelligence was by no 
means agreeable to the Doctor, as he 
alſo had ſome valuable moveables of 
no heavy carriage, which he might 
poſſibly have packed up with his own. 
He immediately therefore left the com- 


pany, and went home to inquire after 
the ſafety of his property, not much to 
the regret of any of the party, and the 
Count reſumed his narrative, as will 
be found in the next chapter. 


— 
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- 


/ ” 


THE STORY OF THE 
COUNT DE TOURNELLES: 
= RESUMED. _ 
E had not been long in our 
place of concealment, before 
we were ſurpriſed by a viſit from Le 
Noir. On my expreſſing my won- 
der at ſeeing him, and eſpecially at 
his appearance of being inveſted with 
Bs. > . autho- 


3 
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authority, he told me he had re- 
turned from America on the com- 


mencement of the revolution, that 
he was in the confidence of the pre- 


vailing party, and that he had ſpared 


no pains to find me out, with an in- 


tent to render me every fervice in 


his power, and conduct me and my 
family to a place of ſafety. He ſaid 
all this with ſuch an air of openneſs 


and regard, that I did not doubt his | 
ſincerity, and I had a real pleaſure in 


the imagination, that time and ex- 


perience had cured him of thoſe _ 


errors which I now rather imputed 
to the giddineſs of youth, than any 


radical fault in his natural diſpoſition. 


I communicated to him therefore 
H 4 © without 
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© without reſerve, my intention, if poſ- 

© ſible, to reach Toulon, which I was 
informed had juſt opened its port to 

© the Engliſh and Spaniſh _ and 

© had declared for the king. | 


© He aſſured me of the addttance of | 
© all his intereſt and exertion to for- 
© ward my deſign; and promiſed to 
« procure horſes, arms, difguiſes, and 
© all other neceſſaries for our flight, 
and to accompany us himſelf as a 
protection, through the country. 


# 


Having full confidence in his ſin- 

« cerity, I gave him information where 
I had concealed what money I had 
collected, as well as my plate and 
how « jewels, 
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| * jewels, amounting in the whole, to 
very conſiderable value, deſiring him 
only to bring ſo much money as 
© would be neceſſary for our imme- 
« diate uſe, and to take care of the reſt 
© till he could have an opportunity of 
© conveying it to me when J ſhould 
| © have reached fome place of ſafety. 


© All this he * faithfully promiſed, 


0 and to appearance, punctually per- 


„ formed. He came to us in the 
© night with horſes, arms, and guides, 
© he delivered to me a ſum of money 


© ſufficient for. the expences of our 
journey, and gave me an account of 


© what remained, as well as of the place 


c. into 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


— 


—— , 
— 4 — 
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into which he had removed it for 
greater ſecurity. 


We ſet off immediately on our 
expedition. The night was fine, 
and we had our ſpirits enlivened by 
a faint ray of hope, as we were 
_emerging from a ſituation compared 

with which hardly any change could 


be to our diſadvantage. And we 


had the proſpect before us of joining 


in the united efforts of our former 
enemies and allies, to reſtore our 
ruined country. Le Noir attended 
us, and ſhe w d every poſſible mark of 


fidelity. I was completely confirm- 


ed in my good opinion of him, and 


received the warmeſt fatisfaction in 


© his 
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his aſſurances, that ſoon as he had 
« ſecured the property J had left to his 
charge, he would quit the party with 
© which he was embarked, and join us. 
© in our endeavours. to effect the reſ- 
* toration of monarchy. 


And here pemit me to ſay a word. 
on the political principles of myſelf, 
and I truſt of moſt of my noble 
© friends on this ſubject. Anxious as. 
© I am for the reſtoration of kinglyx 
authority, I am as far from wiſhing: 
« a renewal of the deſpotiſm and cor- 
© ruption of our old government, as in | 
« oppoſing that government, I was far 
from ſuppoſing it would be the cauſe 
e 4 * 
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of the anarchy and horror, i in which 
8. France: is now involved. 


© /Þ ITO for this digreſſion. 
- © After travelling ſeveral miles, our 
© road led through a thick foreſt, 
© The ſolemn gloom of the ſcene 
© had a tendency to damp our ſpirits, 
© and a cloud began to intercept the- 
© rays of the moon. At this inſtant 
© we heard the trampling of horſes, 
C and by a faint light that fell on a 
glade in the wood, which now open- 
ed before us, we ſaw the glittering 
of arms, and perceived they were 


approaching us. 


— > ar —— 


| Le Noir 
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© Le Noir bade us be confident, 
and advanced towards them. After 

ſtaying a few moments, he returned | 
in apparent ' confuſion. He told us 
he had been unable to fatisfy theſe 
« perſons (who were detached. in queſt 
of the fugitive royaliſts,) of our 
revolutionary principles, and that 
they were reſolved to examine us 
themſelves; and he adviſed us im- 
mediately to diſperſe and fly, as the 
only chance of eſcaping. | 


To fly we readily conſented, but 
to diſperſe was impoſſible; as 1 
could not leave my daughter, nei- 
ther would the Chevalier quit either 
of us. While we were heſitating, 
15 Le Noir 
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* Le Noir .caught at the bridle of : 


< Adelaid's horſe, and on trying to 


© lead her towards the troop, ſhe gave 
< a violent ſhriek. The Chevalier 


© ruſhed to her aſſiſtance, and fired on 


< ſome of the banditti, who were ad- 
© yancing. Almoſt at the ſame inſtant 
< I fell to the ground, ſtunned by a 
© blow I received from ſome one be- 
* hind me. 


5 5 ſome time before T recover- 
ed my ſenſes, and when I did, 1 
found myſelf alone on the ground, 
On recollecting the circumſtances, 1 
© concluded that the Chevalier was 


© killed, that I owed my life only to 
* its * ſuppoſed that I had ſhared 


© the 
. 
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= 


the ſame fate, and that. my daughter, 
if alive, was liable to the moſt dread- 
ful inſults, 


g> 


* 


'© On this reflection, my agonies 
© were beyond deſcription, I raved, I 
© tore my hair, I wept.—1 curſed the 
© cruel chance that had preſerved my 
_ © life from the wreck of all that was 
© dear to me. And getting up in a 
© frenzy of deſpair, I was determined 
© to ſeek the fate I had avoided, and 
deliver myſelf into the hands of my 
blood thirſty perſecutors. 


While J was in this reſolution, I 
© heard the ſound of a deep groan from 
© the corner of a thicket cloſe to me. 

| I im- 


7 


- A 


" 


A 


_ 


c 
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I immediately advanced to the place, 


and by the beams of the moon, 


which now ſhone clearly out. I diſ- 

covered a miſerable wretch bleed- 
ing on the ground, and in the great- 
eſt agonies of pain. I was prompted 
by humanity to try to aſſiſt him, and 
on my approaching, he called me by 
my name. I now perceived he was 
an inhabitant of my village, and on 
my inquiring how he came in that 


ſituation, he anſwered with a groan, 
that it was a juſt reward for his vil- 


lany and ingratitude 1 in aſſiſting the 
treachery of Le Noir; which how- 
ever he hoped to have life enough ſo 
far to reveal to me, as to prevent the 

80 | c perpe- 


ik» 4 
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© perpetration of the crimes he had 
8 contrived. 
He then informed me that Le 
Noir had only madeja ſhew: of re- 
« gard to me for. the purpoſe of diſ- 
c covering where I. had concealed my 
property. That he had betrayed us 
into the hands of the party we had, 
© encountered, and thar he had the 
© moſt, infamous deſigns on my. daugh- 
ter. Here my impatience admitted 
© no further delay, my indignation was 
rouſed to madneſs. I. begged him 
in the moſt preſſing terms, to in- 
form me whither he thought Ade - 
© Jaide was conveyed, being reſolved 
Ob. 14 EE Ea 


* 
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to attempt herreſcue, whatever might 
© be the conſequence to myſelf. 


While I was ſpeaking, I was alarm- 
« ed again by a fudden cry juſt behind 
© me, which was followed by the re- 
© port of fire arms; and immediately 
© three horſemen came out of the 
© wood, purſued by a rable on foot, 
© whom the difficulty of riding through 
© the tangled paths of the wood, had 
© enabled to gain ground on the fugi- 
© tives. Arrived however on the open 
glade, the horſemen would foon have 
© left their purſuers at a diſtance, had 
; not one of the horſes dropped from 
© a wound he had received, throwing 
© his rider on the ground; on which 
« his 


* 
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© his companions, regardleſs of their 


c 
n 
C 


6 


c 


C- 


own ſafety, turned on their purſuers, | 
reſolving to- ſhare the fate of their 
unfortunate companion. 


© I ſoon perceived. the gentlemen: 


could have no proſpect of reſiſting 
with effect their numerous enemies. 


Alone, I could afford them no aſſiſt- 
ance. But a thought ſtruck me at 
the inſtant, by which I might poſſibly 


- extricate both them and myſelf. 1 


drew my ſword, and ruſhed haſtily 


forward, ſhouting Vive le Roi! and 
calling to ſome imaginary compant- 


ons to follow me and attack the re- 


© bels. 


bk .- © My 
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My ſtratagem ſucceeded. The 
© rout diſperſed; and J found the fugi- 
© tives were ſome of the nobleſſe of the 
© country, who were hunted by the 
© mercileſs mob of equality. I diſco- 
© yered: to them my ſituation, and the 
« dreadful circumſtances in which Ade- 
© laide was involved, and they gene- 
0 rouſly reſolved to aſſiſt me in reco- 
* vering my e, or to periſh in 
the * 


For wine happened to my Ade- 
aide in the interval, I muſt refer you 
to her own account, which I am ſure 
© the will readily give you.” 


"THE DEMOCRAT.. 117 


CHAP. XV. 


*FURTHER CONTINUATION-OF THE | 
STORY. 


ILIERE the Count ſtopped, and the 
fair Adelaide with a bluſh of 
difidence,.continued the narrative, 


i 


The ſurpriſe of the attack was fo 
great, that I hardly knew what paſ- 
13 | . C . 


* 
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* ſed. But Le Noir conjured me to 


A 


K 


be ſilent, as by that alone we could 


have any hope of eſcaping from 
thoſe who were approaching, and 
with whom he was under the neceſ- 


ſity of appearing on friendly terms. 1 


was uncertain how to act, or what to 


think, as I was miſerable at the un- 
certainty of what might have hap- 
pened to my father and the Cheva- 
lier, whom I no longer ſaw with vs. 
But the dread of the horrid company 
into whoſe hands I was fallen, and 


© the hope (faint I confeſs) that Le 


Noir was ſtill faithful, determined 


me to follow his advice, and proceed 


in ſilence, © 
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As we went on, my ears were 


A 


ſhocked, and my fears arouſed almoſt 
to deſperation, by the horrid, and 
exulting recital of atrocities of every 
kind. We continued our route through 
© the gloomy and intricate paths of the 
"© foreſt, for more than an hour, when 
© I perceived a ghmmering light 
through the trees. Le Noir, who 
© was very near me, whiſpered to me 
that this was the only chance we had 
© of eſcaping, and deſired me to feign 
my ſelf very much fatigued, and un- 
© able to proceed; which indeed was 


not very far from the truth. I re- 


A 


ſolved to comply with the requeſt, 


A 


as I could not poſſibly be in worſe 


hands than I was, and Le Noir pre- 


A 


I 4 „ © vatled 
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© vailed on our conductors to let me 
© ſtop. and reſt myſelf at the houſe. 
from whence the light came, and 
ſaid that he would ſtay and protect 
me; this alſo .after ſome debate they 
agreed to, but not without inſiſting 
that two of their party ſhould remain . 
* with us, a circumſtance on the whole, 3 
« that rather alleviated, than added to 
my terror, as it prevented my being 
© left alone with Le Noir, and at the 
* ſame time, ſhewed that he was not 
© in the confidence of the party he had 


Ll 


* 


. 


As we approached the place from 


* 


whence the light came, we found it 


* 


had the appearance of a ruined 
b abbey. 
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0 abbey. Our progreſs towards it 
was ſtopped by a moat which ſur- 
rounded the building. One of the 
men diſmounted to explore the way, 
and in a few minutes called to us to 
follow him, which we did, and ſoon 
came to a narrow bridge that led to a 

gate in an old tower half covered with 
ivy, whoſe ſhining leaves reflected 
< the rays of the moon; and from a 
c caſement over the gate, we perceived 
* the light which had conducted us. 
„Entrance was demanded with a voice 
of authority, on which the light diſ- 
appeared, and immediately afterwards 
wie heard a key turning in the lock 
« of the door, which opened with a 


7 —— . 
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< harſh ſound, and a woman appeared 
nat it with a torch in her hand. 

Ol all the figures I ever beheld in 
a female form, that which now pre- 
© ſented itſelf, ſeemed the moſt hori- 
ble: ſhe would bave been a perfect 
model for a fury. She looked at me 
< with a ſavage ſmile that ſeemed to 
© denote a joy at having a wretched 
victim in her power. She was going 
© to addreſs me, but ſtapped ſuddenly, 
from a ſignal, as I ſuppoſed, given 
by thoſe behind me. 0 


At the certainty this gave me that 
© the hideous woman was in league 
©. with my other conductors at leaſt, 

ET < if 
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if not with Le Noir himſelf, which 
© T now hardly doubted, my heart al- 
c moſt died within me, and I was 
© ſinking to the earth, when the female 
-© fiend caught me by the arm, and in 
© a moſt diſguſting tone of voice, at- 
© tempted to conſole me. Le Noir 
© told her I was dying with fatigue, 


A 


when ſhe led me into a dreary room, 
walls, and a few worm-eaten chairs; 


Py * 


- 


and deſiring me to repoſe myſelf, 


A 


ſaid ſhe would go and bring me ſome 


1 


refreſhment immediately. 


My only wiſh being to get out of 
the ſight of my preſent company, I 
<< refuſed taking any thing either to 

. & cat 
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eat or drink; but gelired only to be 
< left to myſelf. T his, after ſome dif- 
* ficulty, was at laſt granted me, and 
I was left alone in the room with a 
8 candle. f 


When the door was cloſed on me, 
I aroſe to take a ſurvey of the miſe- 
rable apartment in which I was im- 
mured. All was gloomy and un- 
comfortable around me,and thedreary | 
© ſound of the wind -howhng through 5 
« the crevices of this and the neighbour= | 
© ing rooms, chilled me ſo with hor- 
< hor, that 1 hardly forbore ſoliciting 
„ the aid of thoſe whoſe company I bad | 
< juſt been ſo anxious to avoid. Un- 
i den how to act, 1 took the 


< candle 
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candle to explore the outward room, 
© into which that where I was, opened. 
© ] was no ſooner without the door, 
than my. ear was ſtruck. by voices in 
© loud and eager converſation, which 
© ſeemed to come from the oppoſite 
ſide of the anti-chamber. in which I 


c then was. 


My curioſity was ſtrongly excited 
© by this. It poſſibly might lead me 
to a knowledge of the real deſigns of 
thoſe in whoſe power | was. I there- 
fore took back my candle, and tread- 
TE. ing ſoftly in the dark, ſought out 
© the whos ba which the voices came, 
2 which I eaſily found from the light 
ſhining through a large crack in it. 
© I ſtood: 
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I ſtood in dumb attention, liſten- 
ing to their converſation, which ſoon 
© informed me of all the horrors that. 
© ſurrounded me. Le Noir was giv- 
ing a detail of the whole tranſaction. 
© tothe woman, with the ſame-account 
© of his treachery, and his villaizous 
5 deſigns on me that have already been 
© told you, and he concluded the 
s dreadful tale, by aſſerting, that my 
© father and. the Chevalier had fallen 1 in 
© the conflict. 


98 At this dreadful recital, my ſenſes 
«© forſook me, and J dropped motion- 
eſs on the floor. The noiſe I male 
F in falling, brought the wretches to 
my 2 and I was at laſt awake *. 
0 from 
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© from a ſtate of peaceful inſenſibility, . 
© to a ſtate of ſenſation, and I only 
© revived to know I was miſerable. 
6] filled the echoing manſion with my 
=» ſhrieks. They tried to conſole me, 

„but in vain, and from entreaties, 
"6 proceeded to threats. At this dread- 
ful moment, I heard a violent noiſe 


without. — The gate was burſt open. 


A 


My oppreſſors ruſhed out, and I 


A 


© was left in ſolitude and darkneſs. I 
heard the claſhing of ſwords, and 
© ſeveral diſcharges of fire arms, when 


A 


after ſome minutes of anxious uncer- 
© tainty. too terrible for 1maginarion, 
© I had the inexpreſſible pleaſure of 
finding myſelf in the arms of my 
father and the Chevalier. pf 7 

A: 4 CHAT: 


E 


* 


words, Vive le Roi which accompa- 
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CHAP: XVI. 


j 


— 


srokw CONTINUED: 


IERE Adelaide ſtopped, and the 
1 Count again proceeded with the 


nc. 5 


2 


My ſhouts, and the uncommon 


© nied. 


Cc 


o 
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e mied them, brought ſome more horſe- 


men to our aſſiſtance, whom I found 


© to be others of the ſcattered royaliſts, 


Cc 


-C 


c 


who were in the ſame ſtate of perſe- 
cution with thoſe who were now with 
me, and who had rallied as to a point 
of reſiſtance at the heart- chearing 


ſounds they had heard. 


< I was happy to find myſelf ſur- 
rounded by many of my friends with 
whom I had ſhared the dangers of 
war, the amuſements of the metro- 
polis, and the calmer pleaſures of 
rural ſociety. But how that happi- 
neſs was heightened, when I found 
the Chevalier Florenville among 
them, can only be conceived by thoſe 
vol. 1. K © who 
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© who have found a beloved friend re- 
© ſtored to them whom they thought 
loſt for ever, and that in the mo- 
© ment that the loſs was moſt ſeverely 
felt, from its having ſo recently hap- 
© pened, that none of its impreſſions 
© could have been at all effaced by 
time, or the intervention of other 
© events which muſt at leaſt alleviate, 
© or divert the ſevereſt ſtrokes of mis- 
fortune. Is | 


© My firſt inquiry was for my daugh- 
© ter; but here 1 received no ſatisfac- 
© tion, He had been like me unhorſ- 
ed in the ſtruggle, and like me had 
been in the utmoſt anxiety for the 
fate of Ade laide, and Was wandering i 


— 
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in the foreſt without any other-guide 
chan his deſpair, when he heard my 
voice. He certainly wanted no per- 
ſuaſion to join the enterprize, in which 
we were embarked, nor were any of 
the reſt back ward in the cauſe; and 
we immediately all fer forward, ta- 
king the wounded man with us as a 
guide, and making his life the aſſu- 
< rance of his fidelity. 


The difficulty of conveying our 
0; hoſtage retarded our progreſs, but 
© after many perplexities, and much 
embarraſſment, we at length arrived 
at the place of my daughter's con- 
finement. We immediately forced 
the gate, which indeed from its rotten 

'Ka 
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C ſtate, oppoſed 1 no very formidable 
© barrier to us, 2 after a very feeble 
© refiſtance from thoſe within, who on 


i ſeeing our ſuperior ſtrength, ſoon 


A 


gave up the conteſt, we delivered 
Adelaide from her dreadful ſituation | 
as ſhe has related to you. gi 


S 


A 


A 


We were convinced that our 
c triumph could be but of ſhort dura- 
tion, for as ſoon as the country could 


A 


A 


be alarmed, we muſt be overpowered 


by ſuperior numbers; and the day 


A 


now began to break. We reſolved 
therefore immediately to quit the 
1255 ſpot, leaving our wounded guide to 


- 


c the; tender care of the amiable hoſteſs 
8 of be place. 


Cc As 


An 
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9 0 As our band was too weak: to leave 
© us any thing to hope from reſiſtance, 
© we thought it beſt to divide, and I 
* proceeded only accompanied by the 
Chevalier and my daughter. 


A % 


What fate awaited the reſt J have 
never learned. We ſuffered incre- 
« dible hardſhips which I wonder my 
Adelaide was able to ſuſtain. At 
: length, after being expoſed to the 
© moſt eminent dangers, we arrived at 
© Toulon, and felt ourſelves happy, 
© under the protection of our generous 
© allies, who were then in poſſeſſion of it. 


A 
» IN 


A 


* my 


c © We now entertained the moſt ſan- 
8 guine hopes of a proſperous reverſe 


K 3 = « of 
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of fortune, and looked forward with 
fond anticipation to the reſtoration 
of peace and property under a well. 
regulated government. Alas! theſe 


enchanting viſions were of ſnhort du- 
ration. A force was ſent againſt 
Toulon, too ſtrong to be reſiſted by 


every effort of its gallant defenders, 
who, beſides the frenzy of a fierce, 


and accumulating enemy without, 


were to contend with a treacherous. 
and diſaffected multitude within. 


* 
« #: 8 
F 


© Theeventis well known. I ſhall 


* 


only therefore add, that with the great- 


eſt hazard] had at laſt the good fortune 
to ſnatch my child from the ſcene of 
horror and devaſtation, and to con- 


ver 


\ 


2 
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5 vey her in ſafety t to an Engliſh ſhip. 
© But alas! we loſt the Chevalier. His 


ſpirit was too high to think of his own 


© ſafety, and after he had ſecured our 


retreat, he flew to join the Engliſh 


© ſeamen in their efforts, either to 


© bring off the navy of his country, or 


,© wrap it in flames, rather than leave it 


in poſſeſſion of our mercileſs perſe- 
© cutors. What became afterwards of. 


© the gallant youth —. 


Here the. Count ſtopped, the tear 


filled his ſwollen eye-lid, but the ſuf- 
fuſed cheek of the unhappy Adelaide, 
caught his obſervation. He felt her 


ſorrow, and immedietely e his. 


own. 


K, iin 


l 
| 
j 
$ 
| 
1 


136 THE DEMOCRAT. 


CHAP. XVII. 


LE NOIR's ADVENTURE WITH A PARTY 


OF SAILORS. 
j 


— 


T T is now time to follow the ſteps of 
* our hero, who was purſuing his route 
to London. The fears of Dr. Port- 
well were needleſs. Le Noir was not 
one of thoſe enthuſiaſtic adventurers, 
who wantonly expoſe themſelves to 
„ hazard 


5 
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hazard without ſome efficient cauſe. 
He knew in che preſent inſtance, that 
honeſty was the beſt policy. There 


was nothing he could have taken from 


the Doctor whoſe value could balance 


the conſequence of detection, for he 


was not tempted by poverty, his purſe, 
as we have already obſerved, being 


well ſupplied, and he had many recom- 


mendations to perſons in London, 


whoſe principles he imagined were not 


all ſo fluctuating as thoſe of his Win- 


cheſter friend. He continued how- 


ever to purſue his journey on foot, as 
he thought that mode of travelling 
would afford him the belt opportunity 
of converſing with that claſs of citizens, 

ho 
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who were moſt likely to become con- 
verts to his doctrine. 


Fe had not proceeded many miles 
on his road, before he was overtaken: 
by a violent ſtorm of rain and wind, 
which forced him to take ſhelter in a 


” 


ſmall alehouſe. 


His firſt care was 0 approach the 
kitchen fire for the purpoſe of drying 
his cloaths; there he found a number 
of perſons aſſembled, whoſe dreſs and 
converſation ſhewed they were ſeamen. 
They were very buſily employed in 2 
putting a mug of ale about to each 
other, with all that noiſe and merri- 
ment that characterizes the ſons of 

Neptune. 


— 
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* 


Neptupe. They immediately, with 


their wonted hoſpitality, offered their 


cup to the ſtranger, which he as readily 


accepted. He had heard much of the 


violent methods by which ſailors are 


often compelled to ſerve in the royal 
navy, and had formed high notions of 


their conſequent diſcontent, and of his 
own ſucceſs in increaſing chat diſcon- 


tent by artful inſinuation. 


He ſat down in earneſt expectation 


of a proper opportunity to introduce 
this ſubject, nor did he wait long be- 


fore one offered itſelf; a ſailor bleſſing 
himſelf with a curſe for his goodluck 


in eſcaping a preſs gang at Portſmouth. 


We 


Aye, 
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L a 


6 "A (ſays another) chat was 
c ka indeed, it would be damn'd 
« hard, after ſo long, a cruize, not to 
© enjoy ourſelves a little, and ſpend our 
prize money. Confound the lubbers 


* 


ſay I, if they were to come athwart 
me, I would trim their jackets for 
them. 5 


-, 


* 


Here our hero exclaimed, 0 Spoken 


* 


with the warmth of a true Engliſh- 


A 


man! I honour your ſpirit, —only 


+; 


act up to it, and you are free at once, 
if you reſiſt, you cannot be preſſed. 7 


© By jingo but you can though, 
(replied on of the tars) if you reſiſt 
ul 2 are black i in n the face. 1 have 
F reſiſted 


A. 


* 


| 
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< reſiſted till I have had all my tin 
«bers ſo belaboured, that I have been | 
c hardly able to ſtir, yet ſome how or 


© other I was always brought to my 


* moorings at laſt,” n | g 


Aye, (anſwered Le Noir) that is 
< becauſe you do not unite, and form 
42 general plan. If ſome hundreds 


0 of you would join, and go up the 


rr —— 


c country and ſettle yourſelves to- 

b © octher, who could e you to 
- ſerve.” 

© Go up the country (cried the ſea- 

So man) and turn land- lubbers, with a 


p, thank you for nothing. waſter 


PS. here's my ſervice to you,—but no = 


j 
| 
1 

|; 


6 plowi ing 
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1 plowing and ſowing for me. No! 
© no! all I want is to have time to ſpend 
my money, have my cann and a girl, 

and my fidle, and then Monſieurs 
© take care of yourſelves; I'll have 
© another lick at you.“ 8 | 
And why fo invetrate againſt the 
© French? (faid Le Noir) they wiſh, 
© to be your friends.— To live in peace 
and good fellowſhip with you, and 
5 make you as free as themſelves. 


„5. ſuch PIR (cried Jack) 
£ 4 was ſix months in one of their jails, 
x and was cram'd into a birth no bi ger, 
: than an arm cheſt, and fed upon 


6 horſe beans.” 
> © Hotſle 


C 


I 


= 
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ſ 


Horſe beans! (ſaid Le Noir) „ 
dare ſay they were harricoes. 


-< Horſe beens or hurricans (cried, 
jack) all one to me, but belike you 
are right, for a d— hurricane I am 
ſure they raiſed in my guts. But I 

ſhall remember their confounded ban- 


7 1 LY t % z 
— * Aa Aa * * * 


OY 


„ E 


A 


% 


— 


-C 


the /oup maigre dogs. 


yan days, when I come a croſsany of 


They are be- 


ſides, the curſedeſt fools upon earth. 
I never knew one that had common 


ſenſe.— Why now what is this that 
T hold in my hand? caly tell me.” 


They al cried out, © A mug to be 


ſure.” 


* 13 


W N 


* 
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6; Aye to be ſure, it is. But what 
d'ye think the French blockheads call 
it? why they call it a Poe. I was 
almoſt afraid the ſtrange gentleman 


— 


1 


c 


A 


J = To a. 


"I 


was a Frenchman by his talking 


about them ſo, but he is not fool 


© enough to call a mug a Poe.” 


H. 


Come, (cries another, taking the 


pot in his hand) Here's old England 
at war with all the world, ſay I, there's 


nothing to be got by theſe mangy 


Frenchmen.— But ſplit my top-ſails 
if I don't want to have a bruſh with 
the Dons.—There's ſomething to be 
got from them.“ „„ 


0 Aye, 
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© Aye, {cries another) and thoſe what 


© d'ye callem fellows that belong to 


the Pope of Rome; not that there's 


© much to be got from them; but 
© one of their bald-pated parſons want- 
© ed to have me brought to the gang- 
way, for lighting my pipe at a great 
candle that ſtood before a large wood- 
c en doll, I ſhould like to trim ſuch 
© ungrateful ſcoundrels, who would 
© have all been over- run by the con- 
© founded French, if our brave dra- 


© goons had not come, and ſaved them 


© from popery and ſlavery.” | 


As the liquor continued to circulate, 
the converſation grew more animated, 
but in proportion to that animation 
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1 theexpreflionof, antipathytothe Frenclz, 


grew alſo more pointed, which was ra- 
ther inflamed by the chanting of ſeve- 


ral maritime ſongs. As this ſpirit roſe, 
the hopes of our hero ſunk. He was 
convinced the preſent company were 


not in a proper temper to liſten to his 


doctrine, neither did he chuſe to inform 
them that he had ever been in the ab. 


ſurd habit of calling a mug a pee. 


Hie embraced the firſt opportunity 
after the ſtorm was over, of quitting 
the place, but not. without an offer of 
contributing towards the liquor he had 
ſhared, But this the generous tars re- 


| tuſed, ſaying, they had money enough, 


and would treat every body. who came 
. into 


. . 


— 
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into the houſe that night. T hey in- 


ſiſted however on his taking another 
duraught, to the confuſion of all the ene- 
mies of Old England by ſea and land, 


with which, though ſorely againſt his 


inclination, he was forced to comply. 


2 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


A DEMOCRATIC, COUNTRY SQUIRE. 


| F | 
E NOIR now began to be weary 
of his pedeſtrian mode of travel- 
ling. He found the common people 
in the country by no means ſufficiently 
enlightened to receive his inſtructions, 
and being fatigued with walking ſo 
. Fo far 


. 
THE AER 0 


far he determined to take che firſt op- 
portunity of purſuing his journey in a 
more eaſy, as well as more creditable 
manner, and to waſte no more of his elo- 
quence on provincial ſans culottes, but 
to mix again with the higher order of 
citizens, till he ſhould have an oppor- 
tunity of opening his miſſion to the 
more enlightened populace of the me- 


tropolis 


Nevertheleſs, as his plan was gene- 
ral inſtruction, he thought he ſhould 
waſte his time by confining himſelf 0 
the circumſcribed limits of a ſtage 
coach. He determined therefore at 
the firſt town he arrived at, to hire oo 


horſes and a guide. : 
L3 x ki 
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This be accompliſhed at Alrecford 
and proceeded from that place on horſe- 
back. He had not gone far from the 

town, when his ears were ſtruck by the 
cry of dogs, mixed with the ſhouts of 
men, and immediately afterwards a hare 
croſſed the road, purſued by a pack of 
buounds, and a number of e on 
horſeback. 


Our adventurer was ſtruck with the 
novelty of the ſight, and · turning his 
| horſe out of the road, followed the 
hounds, which he did without much 
difficulty, and the country was perfectly 
open, and the hare being nearly run 
down, he had the honour, in leſs than 

a quarter 


—— — ————— Cp —es 
„ 
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A e of-: an hour, to be ix at the 
eit oa 2103 20tdirs 

The e being over, and the 
victim packed behind the whipper-in 
the ſportſmen proceeded to try for ano- 
ther hare, and as they moved towards 
the turnpike road, Le Noir fell into 
the cavalcade. nt bas gnud a 0 


As he went on with the company 
es an auditor only, bis attention was 
employed in liſtening to their conver- 
verſation, which he found chiefly related 
to the incidents of the chaſe; thoſe 
who had been iu, expatiating on the 
goodneſs of the run, and extolling thoſe 
Hounds who had made che beſt hits in 

„ the 
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\ the courſe of it, while the laggers were 
deſcribing the deſperate leaps they had 
taken, as if they had been brown out 


merely by dint of bold riding. 


5 There was nothing very intereſting 
to Le Noir in all this. But two of 
the party, one of whom was the maſter 
of the hunt, and the other appeared by 
his habit to be a clergyman, ſeemed, 
by the vehemence of their action, to 

be in high debate about ſomething of 
conſequence, | 


To cha, Le Noir drew as near as 
common civility would permit, and 
applied himſelf attentively to liſten to 
their converſation, The firſt words 
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that ſtruck his ear, were theſe from the 
clergyman. 


© Zounds! fir, is it time to talk of 
< reaſon, and all that, when the French 
are at our doors?” 


And if they were within our doors, 
© (replied the ſquire) where would the 


© harm be? What is the difference to 
me, whether I am plundered by an 
© invading army, or eaten up by a rapa- 
cious miniſter, betrayed by a corrupt 
2 parliament, and inſulted by a parcel of 
inſolent lords and baronets? fellows 
© who aſſume a degree of empty con- 


==. 


* ſequence on the fooliſh pretence of 
* rank and title, which is incompatible 
© with 
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with the eqtatvighes of a free Pebph 
BY Sir, the French know better, they have 
| © ſeen their error, and have got rid of 
© ſuch uſeleſs, ſuch pernicious vermin.” 


© And oo, fir (returned the parſon) 
© you would readily give up your pro- 
perty to their equalizing ſchemes, 
© merely to avoid the mortification-of 
© having a lord go out of the room 
before you, or get the firſt * of a 
* * haunch of veniſon.” 


© And mortification enough too (re- 

. © plied the angry '{quire.) Did not that 
empty booby, Sir Thomas Tinker, 
get up and oppoſe me the other day 

. <.ar:the turnpike meetings and though 
8 he 


we 


3 
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he had nothing to urge at all conclu-- 


« five againſt my arguments, was not 


he attended to with more deference 


Ld 


than myſelf, merely becauſe he was 


2 a paultry baronet?—Confound ſuch 


"I 


artificial diſtinctions, I ſay; they are 2 


A 


libel on the natural equality of man- 


5 


kind.— I fay,fir,— D— you ye dog, 7 


* don't ride over the hounds, s'blood, | 


I have a great mind to horſe whip you. 
Why do ſuch raſcals as you come a 
hunting, and ſpoil gentlemens dogs?“ 


(This was addrefſed to a poor 


taylor on a half ſtarved dog-horſe, with 


a pair of breeches under his arm, which 
he-was-carrying home to a farmer in 
the neighbourhood, but had been ſe- 

BEL duced 
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duced by the cheerful cry, to deviate. 
from his road.) 


The 'ſquire proceeded, © As for the 
French taking our property, or cut- 
© ting off our heads, I am not afraid of 
that, — None will ſuffer who have 
* true notions of liberty and equality 
© hike myſelf, and as for ſhortening our 
© ſupercilious, lords and baronets by the 
© neck, and hindering you parſons 

from taking tithe of our eſtates, —I 

< ſee no great harm in it. This is all 
_ © the F rench would do to us I believe. 


dee what they have done, and are 
© doing i in Flanders and Holland, (re- 


plied the clergyman.) 5 
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All a heap of lies (reſumed the 
ſquire) invented by the ariſtocrats. 


A 


© So I was affured by a very ſenſible 


K 


and impartial Frenchman I met the 


— 


other day, — I wiſh he was here to 
confirm what I ſay,” 


This was too fair an opening for our 
hero to neglect. He without heſita- 
tion rode nearer to the diſputants, and 
bowing reſpectfully, ſaid © Gentle- 
© men, though I have not the honour 
© of being known to you, I take the 
© liberty of announcing myſelf to you 
© as a Frenchman. I am happy to fee 
ſo reſpectable a perſon entertain ſuch - 

© juſt notions of the equality of man- 
kind, and form fo true an opinion of 
the 


——— rn” er - — — — — _ 
1 * 
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. the deſigns of my countrymen. As 
I am perfectly acquaiated with the. 


© operations of our armies, both in 
© Flanders and Holland, I can aſſure 
5 you your information concerning 
them has been perfectly right, a. d you 
* would find, ſhould they viſit this 
country, the ſame principles of 


* 


friendſhip and fraternity. 


The *ſquire, reinforced by his new 


ally, reſumed the attack with redoubled, 


force, and in proportion to the increaſe 
of his fire, that of his opponent ſlack- 
ened. Till at laſt, the parſon- aſſailed 
by odds from without, and the garriſon. 
partly wavering, within, (for he had. 
more reaſons than one, why he did. 

: | not. 
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not chuſe ſeriouſly to irritate his anta- 
goniſt) gave up the conteſt, aud the 
*quire's arguments were victorious. | 


He was. fo much pleaſed with his 
ſucceſs, and ſo well ſatisfied with his 


auxiliary, that he invited him to his. 
houſe, a kindneſs that was readily ac- 
cepted, and after an unſucceſsful attem pt 
to find another hare, Le Noir, the cler- 
2yman, and ſome others of the party, 
adjourned to the 'ſquire's manſion, 
which was not far diſtant. . © \ 
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TRIAL OF A POACHER. 


f 


THE party ſat down to a plentiful 
dinner, which was followed by as 
4 plentiful a libation to Bacchus, during 
which ceremony, as uſual, the various | 
topics of ſporting, farming, ſcandal, : 
religion, obſcenity, taxes, and at laſt 
— politics, 


" 6 * 


THE DEMOCRAT. 161 


politics were canvaſſed. On this latter 
ſubject, and indeed on al of them, the 
opinions of the company were divided, 
but politics were treated with the great- 
eſt, and moſt general earneſtneſs, as 
being a converſation in which every. 
body might join, ſince, as Squire Weſ⸗ 
tern very juſtly obſerved, a diſcourſe 
on the ſtate of the nation is what every 
body underſtands. | 


If however this began by a conver- 
ation, it ended in an oration. The. 
wiſdom, or atleaſt the zea), of the ſquire 
being ſtrengthened by large potations 
of ſtrong beer at dinner, and frequent 
bumpers of port after, bg . to 

va, , NI take 


7s See Tom Jones, Book iv. chap. 4 


s Fe OT One Te 
take the whole diſcourſe to himſelf: for 
indeed a ſilent attention to the diſplay 
of his eloquence, was a tax he exacted 
from all thoſe whom he permitted to 
partake of the hoſpitality of his board; 
on which account it was little frequent- 
ed by thoſe ariſtocratical ſpirits, who 
infringed on his notions of equality, by 
taking an equal ſhare in che converſa- 


tion. 


He now indulged his imagination, 
or rather his memory, in retailing all 
the common place nonſenſe he hadever 
heard againſt eſtabliſhed order, and re- 
gular government, but which he em- 
belliſhed by his own correct diction, 


and elegant arrangement. While he 
| was 
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was in the height of his harangue 
expoſing and depricating with great 
energy, the folly of diſtinction of ranks 
in ſociety, and the injuſtice of any pe- 
culiar orders of men, arrogated to 
themſelves rights, which nature meant 
to be the common property of all; his 
diſcourſe was interrupted by the ſud- 
den entrance of a ſervant with the in- 
telligence that a poacher had been juſt 
detected in the fact of wireing a hare 
in the home coppice. 
At this information, the champion. 
of equality was fired with rage, and or- 
dered the delinquent to be immediately 
brought into his preſence, His order 
was obeyed, and a poor miſerable crea- 
M 2 ture, 


x 
* 
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ture pinched by hunger, -and clad in 
all the wretchedneſs of poverty, was 
introduced to the company, guarded 
by the game keeper, who held in his 
hand the proofs of his delinquency, 


The ſquire, or I ſhould now lay the 
Juſtice, for this zealous defender of the 
laws of his country was entruſted with 
the adminiſtration of them, a truſt of 
which he was not a little proud; and 
in the diſcharge of which, he often 
united the characters of accuſer and 
judge. The juſtice then began to in- 
terrogate the trembling culprit. 


£ You villain, (cried he) yes, you- 
* may well be frightened, for I. ſee you- 
. are 


* 
K. 
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© area villain by your face, What the 
devil, but d— it I won't ſwear, — 
What the devil 1 ſay could poſſeſs 
© you, to treſpaſs in this here way on. 
my manor? Don't you know that 
© you are kept by the pariſh ?—That 
you have not a farthing but what is 

© given you by your betters? And 
« Mt dare you then? 


Hama ſquire's utterance being 
choaked by paſlion, the poor fellow 
thought he had an opportunity to ſay 
a word in his defence, and began: 


© An't pleaſe your worſhin,'— 
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«© Ir does not pleaſe. my worlhip; 
©'(replied the angry magiſtrate) I will 
teach ſuch raſcals as you to know | 
' © the reſpect you owe your ſuperiors: 
© I will ſhew you the conſequence of 


<- violating the laws of your country. 


Indeed your honour, (ſaid the poor 
© wretch) I did not do it for my own 
© ſake, I have been, as all the pariſh 
© knows, a hard working man, and 
© never wronged any body of a ſingle 
*- braſs farthing in my life, nor was 
ever obligated to the pariſh for a mor- 
ſel of bread till laſt winter, when 1 
caught cold by working up to my 
knees in water, to clear your wor- 


* 5 n which brought on the 
2X Arheu- 


A 


La) 
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«© -rheumatics; neither did I do it for 
the lucre of gain, but by defire of a 
poor woman with child, who longed 


< for hare:” 


Long for hare indeed; (ſaid the 
-< *ſquire) it isa fine thing for the wives 
©. of ſuch fellows as you, to long for 
<. hare, or for any thing, they will long 
next I ſuppoſe for one of my ſilver 
© ſpoons, —T tell you I am at a oreat 
©. expence. to preſerve the game on my 
<, manor, and I would not loſe a hare + 
out of the home coppice to ſave all 
the beggars brats in the village. 
Here we were above an hour to-day, 
as all theſe gentlemen know, and had 
"met 
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© noteven a trail, and all becauſe your 
< wives long for hare.” 


My wife long for hare? (inter- 
< rupted the criminal) Lord bleſs your 
< worſhip, our Margery has done breed- 
© ing this many a day. Beſides ſhe 
© would rather have a.pizce of fat ba- 
con, then all the hares in the pariſh, 
'< Butindeed we ſeldom get's that now. 
-© When old Sir Ralph lived here in- 
< deed, the poor folks often got a good 
© meal of meat at the manor-houſe, 
<< but thoſe * are paſt and e 


Here the *quire looked very angry, . 
but the man went on. 
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No ir, it was not for Margery that 
I ſet the wire. It was for Mrs. Molly 
Lavender, that lives at your wor- 
© ſhip's lodge. (Here the ſquire look- 
ed rather wiſe.) It was ſhe who de- 
ſired me to do it, and ſhe ſaid ſhe 


vould take all the blame on herſelf, 


© if chere were any, but we know d 


— 


your worſhip would not be angry. 


; Here the juſtice ſtapped bim. Well, 
< well, fellow, I will hear no more of 
your nonſenſe now, I will not take 
. up the time of the company any 
longer with juſtice buſineſs; I will 


0 examine into the affair when I have 


more leiſure, . There take the poor 


vol. I. 3 devil 


— 


— — 
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devil away a give him ſomething 
to eat and drink. We 


What was the cauſe that made ſo 
great a difference between killing a 
hare for a longing wife, or Mrs. Molly 
Lavender at the lodge, that the pe- 
nalty for the one act, was going to pri- 
ſon, and eating beef, and drinking 
ſtrong beer, the reward for the other, 
we leave to be diſcovered by the read- 
er's ſagacity, while we accompany our 
hero to Alton, were he ſtaid that 
night. 


What refections 6 made on the 
character of his hoſt, we cannot tell, 


but the rellections of a man of unbiaſſed 
| ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, would certainly have been, that 
the ſentiments of democracy and equa- 
lity which animated him, were deduci- 
able into the deſire of humbling thoſe 
above him, and oppreſſing thoſe be- 
neath him, ſentiments that have ani- 
mated every ambitious deſpot in the 
world, whether on a throne, in a ſenate, 
or in a mob, from a Cæſar, a Crom- 
well, and a Cataline, to the petty tyrant 
of a country village, or the petty de- 
magogut of a pariſh veſtry. 
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